
Recommended Reading List 
High School Students 

 
 

Animal Shelters 
Second Chances:  Inspiring Stories of Dog Adoption by Joan Banks 

The Chosen Puppy:  How to Raise a Great Puppy from an Animal Shelter by Carol Benjamin 

Miracle Dog:  How Quentin Survived the Gas Chamber to Speak for Animals on Death Row by Randy Grim 

Bandit:  The Heart-Warming True Story of One Dog’s Rescue from Death Row by Vicki Hearne 

Shelter Dogs: Amazing Stories of Adopted Strays by Peg Kehret 

A Rare Breed of Love Jana Kohl 

One at a Time:  A Week in an American Animal Shelter by Diane Leigh and Marilee Geyer 

Shelter Dogs by Traer Scott 

The Cats if Kittyville:  New Loves for Rescued Felines by Bob Somerville 

Dogtown:  A Sanctuary for Rescued Dogs by Bob Somerville 

Shelter Cats by Karen Commings 

 

Stray and Abandoned Companion Animals 
The Dogs Who Found Me:  What I’ve Learned from Pets Who Were Left Behind by Ken Foster 

Dewey:  The Small-town Library Cat Who Touched the World by Vicki Myron 

Word: A Real Dog Locked in a Shelter Cage for Eight Years Until… by Florence Petheram 

A Cat Named Squeeky by Vic Reskovic 

Disposable Dogs:  Heartwarming, True Stories of Courage and Compassion by Steve Swanbeck 

  

Abused and Neglected Companion Animals 
August Magic by Veronica Anne Starbuck 

Just Gus: A Rescued Dog and the Woman He Loved by Laurie Williams 

 

Inspirational Companion Animal Stories 
Rescue Ink:  How Ten Guys Saved Countless Dogs and Cats, Twelve Horses, Five Pigs, One Duck and a Few 

Turtles by Rescue Ink and Denise Flaim 

The Dog Who Rescues Cats:  The True Story of Ginny by Philip Gonzales 

Merle’s Door:  Lessons from a Freethinking Dog by Ted Kerasote 

My Life in Dog Years by Gary Paulsen 

 

 

 

 



Pet Care and Training Companion Animals 
 

Don’t Dump the Dog:  Outrageous Stories and Simple Solutions to Your Worst Dog Behavior Problems by Randy 

Grim  

How to Raise the Perfect Dog:  Through Puppyhood and Beyond by Cesar Milan 

   

 

Service Animals/Animals of War 
Working Like Dogs:  The Service Dog Guidebook by Marcie Davis 

From Baghdad with Love:  A Marine, the War and a Dog named Lava by Jay Kopelman 

Saving Cinnamon:  The Amazing True Story of a Missing Military Puppy and the Desperate Mission to Bring Her 

Home by Christine Sullivan  

 

Careers Working with Animals 
The Everything Guide to Working with Animals by Michele C. Hollow and William P. Riveo 

Careers for Animal Lovers by Louise Miller 

Careers with Animals:  Exploring Occupations Involving Dogs, Horses, Cats, Birds, WildlifeAnd Exotics by Ellen 

Shenk 

 

Loss of a Companion Animal 
Saying Goodbye to Your Angel Animals by Allen and Linda Anderson 

The Legend of the Rainbow Bridge by William N. Britten 

For Every Cat an Angel by Christine Davis 

For Every Dog an Angel by Christine Davis 

Goodbye Friend:  Healing Wisdom for Anyone Who Has Ever Lost a Pet by Gary Kowalski 

It’s Okay to Cry by Maria Luz Quintana 

Dog Heaven by Cynthia Rylant 

Cat Heaven by Cynthia Rylant 

I’ll Always Love You by Hans Wilhelm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


