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So, you want to start an animal club!  That’s great news!  There are many 

animals that need your help as well as preteens and teenagers who are 

anxious for an opportunity to do some good in the world!  

It’s hard to think about, but many animals suffer because humans fail to 

think through decisions clearly or make choices too hastily.  Animals also 

suffer because people believe animals are commodities that can be 

created quickly and cheaply for personal profit. 

In general, clubs provide support to an endeavor that can be overwhelming.  

However, when people work as a team, they are more influential and can 

accomplish more than one person working alone.  Clubs tap a wide range 

of skills and talents.  Each member brings different expertise, whether it is 

creativity, organizational abilities or public speaking skills!  

Animals can’t speak our language, they can’t vote and they have no legal 

rights.  Animals are dependent on us to be their voice and to do what’s right 

for them.  We need to be their voice!  

Let’s get started… 

The manual begins by tackling the issues of how to begin planning for your 

club.   Several lesson plans are included to provide focus for the issues 

students will need to be aware of as part of their animal welfare education.  

After you’ve introduced all of the lessons, you will have set the stage with 

many and varied activities and the students will have learned quite a bit 

about the world of companion animal welfare.  At this point, the club will 

begin to navigate itself based on the interests and passions of the 

members.  This is what you want!  Your job as facilitator is to introduce the 

topics and allow the students to work on their individual passions. If your 

group is large, members can work together on topics of interest.  If your 

group is relatively small, you may want to have each member work on a 

different topic and combine efforts when there are bigger projects.  

Facilitating and managing an animal club is a deeply rewarding and 

exciting experience.  Enjoy! 
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Begin Planning for You Club 

Topics of Study 

Below is a list of topics that will be covered in the lesson plans.  Before 

meeting your group for the first time, you’ll want to make sure you are well-

versed in the topics you want to cover.  Use the websites and resources 

listed in the appendix of this manual to help you.  This will give you the 

confidence to answer any question that comes your way. 

 A History of Companion Animals 

 How did we get here?  The Pet Overpopulation Crises 

 Breeders vs. Animal Shelters – A Moral Debate 

 What Can We Do Now?  Solutions! 

 Spread the Word 

 Getting the Law on Our Side 

 Careers in the Animal Field 

 

Mission Statement 

Consider having a mission statement for you group.  Mission statements 

provide a framework for the group’s focus.  Regardless of your activities, 

the group can quickly assess if it’s right for the group by testing it against 

the mission statement.  If the activity is in line with the mission statement, 

it’s a good bet that it will be successful. 

A good mission statement is a short, easy to remember statement of the 

purpose of the group.  It should be memorable and provide a reason for 

why the club exists.  Examples of mission statements for animal 

organizations are as follows: 

Heaven Can Wait Mission Statement 

Eliminate the senseless killing of over 30,000 cats and dogs annually in the Las Vegas 
area shelters. 
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 Initiate aggressive spay/neuter programs to prevent unwanted litters of cats and 
dogs in targeted neighborhoods.  

 Lead a local coalition effort resulting in effective humane animal laws with strict 
penalties for non-compliance.  

 Educate our community on principles of responsible pet ownership.  
 Rescue, rehabilitate and adopt homeless animals. 

 

Nevada SPCA Mission Statement 
 
The Nevada SPCA, a nonprofit organization, operates a no-kill animal sanctuary, 
promotes humane education, makes referrals for lower-cost spay/neuter and 
vaccination services and challenges people to be the best possible guardians for the 
companion animals in their care. 
 
Humane Society of the United States Mission Statement 
 
The mission of The HSUS is to create a humane and sustainable world for all animals - 
a world that will also benefit people. We seek to forge a lasting and comprehensive 
change in human consciousness of and behavior toward all animals in order to prevent 
animal cruelty, exploitation, and neglect, and to protect wild habitats and the entire 
community of life. 

 

Creating the mission statement with your group once you’re established will 

provide a feeling of ownership and buy-in for the group. 

Meeting Place 

Decide on a place where you can hold club meetings.  This may be a 

school building, community center, animal shelter, or an individual home.  It 

should be centrally located and have no fee for use. 

How often will you meet? 

Decide how often and for how long you want to meet.  Meeting for 1 – 1 ½ 

hour, every two weeks is a good start.  Another alternative is once a month 

for 2 hours.  Keep in mind that if meetings are scheduled too frequently 

there may only be a small turnout at each one.  If not enough meetings are 

scheduled members may lose enthusiasm.  The time should be consistent 

and be the same week after week or month after month to avoid confusion.  

Remember, if you have a special activity you’re preparing for, you can 

always add extra voluntary work sessions.   
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Recruiting 

If you are associated with an animal shelter or animal group, advertising on 

their website is an ideal way to connect with animal loving people eager to 

help!  If you don’t have this connection, some great ways to start recruiting 

members include advertising at schools with fliers, announcements, or 

advertisements in the school newspaper.  In addition, place fliers at 

community centers, libraries, churches, and local businesses.  A sample 

flier is provided in the appendix. 

Application 

In order to choose the most dedicated club members or in the event that 

you receive more interest than club openings, be prepared to give each 

interested person an application and welcome letter.  You may find that you 

have so many students that want to be in the club, you have to create a 

waiting list.  The application should include the following: 

 A welcome letter explaining the purpose of the club 

 Application requirements (age/attendance requirements, 

expectations, fee (if applicable), and pick up policy) 

 Name, age, grade, school,  parent name and contact info 

 Parent’s signature granting permission 

Having a signed permission letter from parents is important.  You want 

parents to know your goals for the club prior to their child attending. 

A sample letter and application is located in the appendix. 

Prepare for Each Meeting 

Sign-in Sheet 

Having a sign-in sheet complete with address, telephone number and e-

mail address will aid you in creating a roster of students in the club.  There 

may be times when you need to contact members of the club.  



 

Heaven Can Wait        P.O. Box 30158       Las Vegas, Nevada       89173-0158       702-227-5555 
   

Continue to have a sign-in sheet after the first meeting to keep track of 

attendance.  If students are habitually not showing up, you can substitute 

them with students from the waiting list.  An sample Sign-In Sheet is in the 

appendix. 

Group Organization 

Decide how the club will be organized in terms of youth leadership.  Do you 

want a president, vice president, treasurer, and secretary?  Having a 

treasurer can come in handy when collecting donation money.  A secretary 

can record meeting minutes for absentee members.  If you decide to have 

youth leadership, take the time to vote for officers during the second 

meeting.  If you desire a less formal structure, you can manage the club 

and coordinating activities.  Depending on the number of people and 

interests, consider forming committees that work on certain issues. 

 

Quotes and/or Pictures 
 
A picture is worth a thousand words, and so is a well written quote.  Each 
time your group meets, have a quote or picture posted when they arrive to 

spark discussion about the topic of the day.  Samples of both are in the 
appendix. 
 

 
Materials 
 
Be sure to have all your copies ran and have pens and pencils available.  
Also, if you’re using a room you’ve never been in, be sure it has all of the 
necessary equipment that you’ll need for the day. 
 

Guest Speaker 
 
The third meeting will involve a guest speaker from a local animal shelter or 

humane group to come and speak to the group.  There is a list of potential 

speakers listed in the appendix.  You will want to call 3-4 weeks in 

advance.  If they don’t have a particular topic in mind, suggest they speak 
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of specific concerns their shelter has about pet overpopulation and what 

the average citizen can do to help.    

Field Trip 

Once students are aware of the need for all companion animals to be 

spayed or neutered, you will want to plan a field trip to visit an animal 

shelter.  For continuity, you may want to visit the same shelter the guest 

speaker came from, although this is certainly not necessary and you may 

want to visit other shelters for a wider range of experience.  Again call 3-4 

weeks in advance and be sure you plan for transportation.  An example of 

a Field Trip permission slip is in the appendix. 
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Day 1 – An Introduction to Animal Club 

Introduction: Greet each student at the door.  This will let them know 

that you’re happy to see them at your club.  Direct them to a table that has 

the sign-in sheet.  Have them sign-in and grab an agenda.  Once everyone 

is seated, place the quote you’ve prepared for today on the overhead 

projector.  If you don’t have an overhead projector, tack it to a wall. 

 

Quote Suggestion:  “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful committed citizens 

can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever has.” Margaret Mead 

 

Objective:   

 The students will begin the initial creation of a Mission Statement for 

animal club. 

 The students will write goals for the animal club. 

 The students will understand the history of companion animals and 

the meaning of domestication.  Students will learn why certain 

animals were domesticated and how that has changed and benefitted 

our civilization. 

 The students will create a name and logo for animal club. 

 

 

Materials: 

 Sign-in Sheet (appendix) 

 Transparency  or poster with quote  (appendix)  

 Butcher paper or poster board 

 Markers 

Procedures: 

1.  As students begin to settle into their seats ask them to read the 

quote displayed.  Discuss what this quote means to the group.  What 

are their thoughts about it?  Ask the students if they feel that they 

have the power to change the world?  If yes, how?  Now ask students 
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if they feel they can change the world through their work in this club?  

Again, ask how?   

 

2.  Ask students why they joined this club.  Do they have concerns 

about animals?  What would they like to see our club accomplish?  

Record all ideas.  After you’ve collected a list of ideas, have the 

students begin to organize the list according topic.  This list will be the 

backbone of your club. 

 

3. Inform students that all worthy organizations have Mission 

Statements that help guide their group.  Discuss with students the 

need for the group to develop a good Mission Statement to ensure 

that all of the work that we do holds to our original mission.  Provide 

examples of Mission Statements (you can use the ones presented 

earlier in the material).  Begin the early development of writing the 

Mission Statement.   You probably will not be able to draft the final 

one today, but you can get a general idea.  Let students know that 

this is a work in progress and you’ll work on it each time you meet 

until you get it just right. 

 

4. Using the list of ideas the students generated at the beginning of 

class, have students begin to develop goals for the club.  What is it 

they would like to accomplish in the club?  Write several goals for the 

students to ponder. 

 

5. Take the next 10-15 minutes to discuss with students how and why 

we as humans domesticated companion animals.  Number the 

students off to work with each other.  If your group is large or there 

are several people who don’t know each other, this will help break the 

ice.  After a few minutes ask each group their thoughts on the 

subject.  Below is a link to a short video clip explaining how dogs 

became man’s best friend.  If you have access to a computer, LCD 

and screen, or just a computer if your group is small, consider 

showing this video. 
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http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2007/01/070125-dogs-

video.html 

 

6.  End the day with something fun…it’s time to start talking about a 

name for the group.  You will also want a logo to depict the group as 

well.  Invite the students to bring any and all ideas for a club name 

and logo to the next meeting.  Having a t-shirt made with the club’s 

name and logo is a great way to provide unity to the group.  Finding a 

t-shirt company to create your shirts shouldn’t be a problem.  The 

yellow pages or an online search will give you several options.  For a 

less expensive alternative, create your logo and design on the 

computer, print it off on iron-on transfer paper and create them 

yourself! 

Closure:   

 Conclude the meeting by reviewing the rough draft of the Mission 

Statement and goals.  Tell them you’re excited to see their ideas for a club 

name and logo at the next meeting. 

 

 

Preparing for Day 2 

No special preparations are needed for today.   Just be sure to check the 

Materials list below to ensure you have all of the handouts and information 

ready to go. 

If you’ve decided to create a youth leadership element in your club, plan for 

it during day 2. 

 

 

 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2007/01/070125-dogs-video.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2007/01/070125-dogs-video.html
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Day 2 

Introduction: Greet each student at the door.  Learn their names as 

quickly as possible so you can give them a personal greeting.  Again direct 

them to a table that has the sign-in sheet.  Have them sign-in and grab an 

agenda.  Once everyone is seated, place the quote and picture you’ve 

prepared for today on the overhead. 

 

Quote Suggestion:  “ If a group of beings from another planet were to land on Earth - 

beings who considered themselves as superior to you as you feel yourself to be to other 

animals - would you concede them the rights over you that you assume over other 

animals?”  ~Attributed to George Bernard Shaw 

 

Objective:   

 The students will learn about the major contributors to the pet 

overpopulation crisis. 

 The students will understand the necessity of spaying and neutering 

pets. 

 The students will understand the necessity of having pets wear ID 

tags and be micro chipped. 

 The students will understand why pets are surrendered to animal 

shelters.  Students will gain empathy for these animals and an 

understanding of how some of these situations could have been 

prevented. 

 

Materials: 

 Sign-in Sheet (appendix) 

 Transparency  or poster with quote  (appendix)  

 Broken Bonds:  sample situations copied for every group 

 Butcher paper  

 Pens/Pencils/Markers 

 

 



 

Heaven Can Wait        P.O. Box 30158       Las Vegas, Nevada       89173-0158       702-227-5555 
   

Procedures: 

1. As students begin to settle into their seats ask them to read the quote 

displayed.   What are their thoughts about it in relation to the way we 

treat our companion animals?   

 

2. Spend a few minutes reviewing the Mission Statement and Goals that 

were written last time.  Ask for any more thoughts.  Is your group 

ready to solidify the mission and goals? 

 

3. It’s time to look at ideas for a name and logo.  Have each student that 

brought an idea come up and share it with the group.  The group may 

or may not be ready to vote on their favorite, however, the sooner a 

decision can be made the sooner students can wear their shirts and 

spread the message!  Another consideration for your shirt is to have 

your Mission Statement or a quote written on the back of the T-shirt.   

 

4.  Begin today’s lesson by asking students what they think about the 

number of companion animals that are in our world.  Are there too 

many, too few, or just the right amount?  Lead students to a 

discussion of the Pet Overpopulation Crisis.  Define it as follows: 

 

Pet Overpopulation Crisis: Too many companion animals 

competing for too few good homes. 

 

Ask students why they think there is a pet overpopulation crisis.  Lead 

students to the following reasons and discuss them briefly: 

 

 Commercial Breeding:  Every year commercial breeders 

deliberately bring millions of animals into an already 

overpopulated world to sell them for profit. 

 

 Lost and Abandoned Animals:  1 out of every 5 pets 

becomes “lost” at some point in their lives.  Of these only 

16% of dogs and 2% of cats are recovered.   
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 Social Attitudes:  Most people love their animals deeply 

and would never dream of giving them up for any reason.  

On the other hand, there are still many people who are 

not prepared for a lifetime commitment.  Over 30% of the 

animals that end up in shelters are surrendered by their 

owners 

 

 Animals that are not spayed or neutered:  Animals that 

are not spayed or neutered increase the possibility for 

introducing more animals into a world that already has too 

many cats and dogs in desperate need of good homes. 

Inform students that we will be discussing possible solutions for each of the 

problems, but for today we will tackle the most difficult, society’s attitude. 

5.  Broken Bonds Activity: 

 

The students will break into four teams. Each team will be given a 
situation focusing on a pet that was relinquished by their family. 
(Broken Bonds:  sample situations – see appendix) Using poster 
paper, each team will write: 
1. What’s the "problem?" 
2. What steps could have been taken to prevent this situation from 
turning  into a "problem?" 
3. What feelings does the pet have? 
4. How could the owners have educated themselves, prior to this 
situation? 
Each team will write a solution about their situation. They’ll focus on 
resolving the situation by making positive choices for the pets. Each 
group will have the opportunity to share their solution. 
 

Closure:  Conclude the meeting by reviewing what was learned today.  

Review the mission statement and if the group has a t-shirt idea ready, let 

them know you’ll be in contact with the graphic arts designer and will let 

them know by the next meeting how much t-shirts will cost.  Also, remind 
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them that a guest speaker will be visiting next time to discuss the pet 

overpopulation crisis.  Encourage them to have questions ready. 

Preparing for Day 3 

Confirm the visit from guest speaker.  Be sure to ask if there are any 

special requests concerning the visit.  They will sometimes bring a dog and 

you’ll want to make sure you’ve cleared it with the building administrator. 

Day 3 – Guest Visitor 

Introduction: Greet each student at the door.   Again direct them to a 

table that has the sign-in sheet.  Have them sign-in and grab an agenda.  

Once everyone is seated, place the quote and picture you’ve prepared for 

today on the overhead. 

 

Picture Suggestion: If you have access to a computer, LCD and screen, or 

a computer if your group is small, display the website from the group that 

your guest speaker represents.  Time permitting, review the site with your 

group prior to or immediately after guest speaker. 

 

Materials: 

 Sign-in Sheet (appendix) 

 Computer/LCD/Screen for animal shelter agency your guest speaker 

is from 

Procedures: 

Special Guest Visitor 

Students are most likely anxious to get started on a project to help 

companion animals in shelters.  The appendix has a detailed list of great 

projects to work on.  If you have time after your visitor, begin planning for 

future projects.  Depending on the size of your group, you may want to do 

one big project that everyone is involved in, or you may choose to do 

several small projects.   Also, be prepared to give an update about t-shirts.  



 

Heaven Can Wait        P.O. Box 30158       Las Vegas, Nevada       89173-0158       702-227-5555 
   

Closure:  Conclude the meeting by reviewing what was learned today.  

Encourage students to visit the website from the shelter in their spare time. 

Preparing for Day 4 

If you have access to a computer, LCD and screen, or just a computer if 

your group is small, consider showing students footage shot from a puppy 

mill.  This is listed in the Procedures section below.  The link for this 

information is as follows: 

http://stoppuppymills.org/inside_a_puppy_mill.html 

Check the Materials list below to ensure you have all of the handouts and 

information ready to go. 

Day 4 - Breeders VS Animal Shelters…a debate 

 

Introduction: Greet each student at the door.   Again direct them to a 

table that has the sign-in sheet.  Have them sign-in and grab an agenda.  

Once everyone is seated, place the quote and picture you’ve prepared for 

today on the overhead. 

 

Quote Suggestion:  "I think how we treat our animals reflects how we treat each 

other. And it's very important that we have a president who is mindful of the cruelty that 

is perpetrated on animals." President Barack Obama 

  

Picture Suggestion:  See the appendix for Photo – Puppy Mill Dogs 

 

Objective:   

The students will become familiar with the terms Breeder, Puppy Mill and 

Animal Shelter. 

 

The students will participate in a mock debate between Breeders and 

Animal Shelter Supporters.  Students may be asked to defend their point of 

view to the group. 

http://stoppuppymills.org/inside_a_puppy_mill.html
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Materials: 

 Sign-in Sheet 

 Transparency with quote  

 Transparency or copy of photo  – Puppy Mill Dogs 

 Breeder and Animal Shelter Supporter Opinion handouts  

 Pencils 

 Computer/LCD/Screen for hsus.org video clip – Puppy Mills 

Procedures: 

1.  As students begin to settle into their seats ask them to read the 

quote displayed and then look at the photo.  Ask students if they have 

any thoughts about the circumstances of the dog in the photo.  Work 

the conversation to a definition of a puppy mill.  Take a few minutes 

to discuss the concept of a puppy mill.  Time and resources 

permitting, show a video clip about puppy mills from the HSUS.    

Discuss how this quote and picture are related.       

 

2. Inform students that today you will continue your study of companion 

animals and the pet overpopulation crises.  Spend a few minutes 

reviewing last time’s lesson concerning the reasons for pet 

overpopulation.  Remind them that at the meeting before your guest 

speaker your group discussed society’s Attitude.  Also remind them of 

the Broken Bonds activity.  Inform students that this time you will be 

covering commercial breeding.  

 

 

3. Next, move your discussion to asking students where people get their 

pets from.  Refine the discussion to the following list: 

 

 Pet Stores – 95-99% receive their animals from puppy 

mills and backyard breeders 

 Animal Shelters – receive their animals from people who 

have lost their pet or have chosen not to have it anymore 
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 Breeders 

1. Responsible – Selected breeding of quality pets 

2. Irresponsible – Backyard Breeders/Puppy Mills operators 

 

4. Once students understand the difference among pet stores/animal 

shelters and breeders, ask which one or ones are the most 

responsible to pick a family pet from.  Refine the discussion to include 

animal shelters and responsible breeders.    

 

5. Inform students that we will now move into a mock debate based on a 

real-life scenario that happened soon after the November 2008 

election in which Joe Bidden was elected Vice President of the United 

States. The scenario is as follows:  

 

Biden gets new dog - animal rights advocates not happy 

We’re talking about Joe Biden’s new dog.  Of course, all the news about presidential pets 

has been about Barack Obama’s promise to his daughters to get a new First Dog for the 

White House. 

But Joe and his wife Jill had a similar arrangement.  If he and Obama won in November, 

they’d get a dog.  And just to make sure the Veep-elect didn’t forget, Jill taped up different 

photos of dogs in his plane during the campaign.  Not one to disappoint, Biden lived up to 

his promise Saturday and purchased a pooch - a three month old German Shepherd from a 

breeder in East Coventry, Pennsylvania  

Is everyone happy with the pick?  Nope.  Adoption advocates are upset that he chose to go 

to a breeder instead of selecting a dog from an animal shelter.  After all, estimates are that 

four million animals a year are put down because they don’t have owners. 

Ask for a volunteer to read the opinion of a responsible breeder.  Ask 

another volunteer to read the opinion of an animal shelter supporter.  

Have students read through 1 more opinion on both sides.  After 

students have heard both sides, have them break up into 3 groups: 

1.  Supporters of the breeders  

2.  Supporters of the animal shelters  
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3.  Students who are undecided   

Have the first 2 groups spend a few minutes coming up with the top 3 

reasons they feel that their group is right.  If you have a group of 

students who are undecided have them discuss with each other why 

they can see both sides of the debate.  After a few minutes allow the first 

2 groups to present the reasons they feel they are right   Ask the group 

of students who are undecided if they have changed their opinion after 

hearing each groups’ argument.    

6. Conclude the discussion recognizing both sides have good arguments 

and it is up to each individual to decide for himself the best place to get 

their next pet.  Remind students that pet stores are not the best choice 

when getting a pet as a very large portion of the puppies come from 

puppy mills where animals are produced in mass quantities and in 

inhumane and often cruel conditions. 

Closure:   

Spend a few minutes reviewing all that was covered today.  Ask students if 

they have any thoughts concerning what they learned.  Listen carefully and 

respond well to students comments.  The puppy mill information may be 

brand new and disturbing information to students. You want to be sure they 

understand what they’ve learned and can speak about it in public.   

Conclude the meeting by informing them that the next time we meet we’ll 

be working on solutions to ending pet overpopulation. 

 

Preparing for Day 5 

Depending on the project your group has decided to participate in, be sure 

that you’re planning for it.  More information concerning prep work for the 

projects can be found in the appendix. 
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Day 5 – Solutions: Ending the Pet Overpopulation 

Crisis 

Introduction: Greet each student at the door.   Again direct them to a 

table that has the sign-in sheet.  Have them sign-in and grab an agenda.  

Once everyone is seated, place the quote and picture you’ve prepared for 

today on the overhead. 

 

Quote Suggestion:  "How long can you hear someone crying - how long can you hear 

someone dying - before you ask yourself why?"  Jackson Browne 

 

Objective: The students will understand the reasons why pet 

overpopulation occurs and how we can achieve solutions by working 

together. 

 

Materials: 

 Sign-in Sheet 

 Transparency with quote  

 Posters/Markers/Pencils 

 Computer/LCD/Screen for hsus.org video clip – animal shelters 

 

Procedures: 

1.  As a group, reflect on previous discussions you’ve had 

concerning the reasons for pet overpopulation.  Reflect on the 

information learned from the guest speaker concerning pet 

overpopulation as well. 

2. Discuss what happens to pets when there is no more room for 

them at area shelters.  Introduce or review the term euthanasia.  

Briefly discuss the difference between a regular shelter and a no-

kill shelter.   



 

Heaven Can Wait        P.O. Box 30158       Las Vegas, Nevada       89173-0158       702-227-5555 
   

3.  Inform students that today they will work on solutions for the pet 

overpopulation crisis.  Recommend that they work in groups of 3-4 

to maximize ideas. 

4. You will need to monitor conversations so that groups are not all 

working on the same solutions. 

5. Ask groups to create a poster that reflects their idea. 

6. Groups will present their poster. 

Post Discussion 

1. What did you learn about pet overpopulation? 

2. Why is it everyone’s responsibility to help end it? 

3. Is it possible for a small group of concerned citizens to create 

awareness in their community?  How will you share the information 

you learned with other people in your community. 

Video 

You will want to preview the video below before you show it to your group.  

The content is sad and it may be too upsetting for them to watch. 

http://www.roxievideo.com/html/borntodie_video.htm 

Closure:   

Spend a few minutes reviewing all that was covered today.  Ask students if 

they have any thoughts concerning what they learned.  Listen carefully and 

respond well to students comments.  The euthanasia information may be 

disturbing information to students.   Conclude the meeting by informing 

them that the next time we meet we’ll be looking at how we can help pass 

laws that affect the pet overpopulation crisis and animals in general. 

Preparing for Day 6 

You may want to consider contacting animal control to have an ACO 

(Animal Control Officer) out to speak to the students about unlawful 

activities involving animals such as cruelty to animals, abandonment of 

animals and dog-fighting.  Have him/her address efforts underway to stop 

http://www.roxievideo.com/html/borntodie_video.htm
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the illegal activities.  The officer can explain to students how they can assist 

law enforcement officers just by being observant in their own community. 

If you are unable to get a law enforcement officer to visit the class, assign 

specific episodes of Animal Precinct on Animal Planet and then discuss the 

program viewed with the class.  What illegal activities did officers interfere 

with?  What happened to the animal in each episode?  Were any fines or 

other penalties imposed on the people? 

 

Day 6 – Equal Protection Under the Law 

Introduction: Greet each student at the door.   Again direct them to a 

table that has the sign-in sheet.  Have them sign-in and grab an agenda.  

Once everyone is seated, place the quote and picture you’ve prepared for 

today on the overhead. 

Quote Suggestion:  “Compassion for animals is intimately connected with goodness 

of character; and it may be confidently asserted that he who is cruel to animals cannot 
be a good man.” Arthur Schopenhauer (philosopher)  

"If a man aspires towards a righteous life, his first act of abstinence is from injury to 
animals." Albert Einstein  

Objective: The students will understand the laws that protect animals 

and to realize the limitations and potential that exists for these laws.  . 

 

Materials: 

 Sign-in Sheet 

 Transparency with quotes 

Procedures: 

Special Guest Visitor – ACO officer 
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Closure:   

Spend a few minutes reviewing all that was covered today.  Inform them 

that the next time their group meets, they will discuss current legislation 

and what they can do to help laws get passed that affect pet welfare. 

 

Prior to Day 7 

Background Knowledge:  Major decisions affecting the lives of animals are 

made all the time in the U.S. Congress and state legislatures.  These 

government bodies pass laws that protect farm animals, companion 

animals, animals used in research, and wildlife.  The job of legislators is to 

represent the public’s views.  To get your legislators to vote in favor of 

animals, you must contact them and make your opinion known.   

 

Day 7 – How can we help pass laws that affect pets? 

Introduction: Greet each student at the door.   Again direct them to a 

table that has the sign-in sheet.  Have them sign-in and grab an agenda.  

Once everyone is seated, place the quote and picture you’ve prepared for 

today on the overhead. 

 

Quote Suggestion:  “The purpose of human life is to serve and to show compassion 

and the will to help others.”  Albert Schweitzer 

Objective: Students will also recognize that they can become an active 

participant in these laws through letter writing campaigns. 

 

Materials: 

 Sign-in Sheet 

 Transparency with quotes 

Procedures: 
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1.  Inform students that major decisions affecting animals lives are 

made all the time in U.S. Congress and state legislatures. 

2. Also inform students of bills that are currently on the floor that 

represent companion animals. 

3. Visit the following website for a list of bills that affect companion 

animals.   

http://www.nv4a.org/ 

4. Visit the following website to find out who your legislators are and 

how you can contact them. 

http://leg.state.nv.us/ 

5. Discuss the bills that are currently on the floor.  Spend some time 

debating these bills as a group.  For a comprehensive look of what 

happens to a bill before it becomes a law, visit the following website, 

http://humanesociety.org/teens 

 

6. Write letters to your legislators and voice your opinion about the bill. 

Sending personal letters is a great way to let your legislators know 

how you feel.  Personalized letters are more effective than submitting 

a preprinted letter or signing one online.  Legislators will most often 

write back to the students if they’ve taken the time to write a letter. 

Sample letters are in the appendix. 

Closure:   

Spend a few minutes reviewing all that was covered today.  If you haven’t 

done so already, review the process of how a bill becomes a law.  Be sure 

to continue tracking the bill for progress. 

What do we do now? 

At this point your students have a firm grasp on the issues affecting 

companion animals.  Now, it’s time for your group to evolve into projects 

that interest them.  Many rewarding and fulfilling projects are listed in the 

appendix.  Students will now be learning through projects and actions.  

Good luck and enjoy.  Thank you for your tireless commitment to helping 

animals! 

http://www.nv4a.org/
http://leg.state.nv.us/
http://humanesociety.org/teens
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Appendix 

Websites for background information 

http://www.hsus.org 

http://www.aspca.org 

http://www.sharetheworld.com/ 

http://humaneeducation.org/ 

http://www.humanesocietyyouth.org 

 

Suggested Reading Materials for Adults 

The Power and Promise of Humane Education by Zoe Weil 

Canines in the Classroom by Michelle A. Rivera 

Above All, Be Kind by Zoe Weil 

Children and Animals: Exploring the Roots of Kindness by Frank Ascione 

 

The next several pages will include a sample flier, application, parent letter, 

agendas and a sign-in sheet for your club.  Also included are many projects 

that you can begin with your club once you feel they have acquired an 

adequate amount of knowledge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hsus.org/
http://www.aspca.org/
http://www.sharetheworld.com/
http://humaneeducation.org/
http://www.humanesocietyyouth.org/
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Do you hold a special place in your heart for animals? 

Have you ever wanted to help animals but donõt know how? 

Do you want to help educate our community about 

all the good things we can do to help animals? 

 

If so, please join us for our first animal club meeting. 

 

Who:   Anyone interested in helping animals 

What:  An animal club that works as a team to make the   

   lives of animals better. 

Where:   

When:   

How:    With dedication and hard work.   

 

Hereõs a list of some of the projects weõll be working on in our club: 
 A History of Companion Animals 

 How did we get here?  The Pet Overpopulation Crises 

 Breeders vs. Animal Shelters – A Moral Debate 

 What Can We Do Now?  Solutions! 

 Spread the Word 

 Getting the Law on Our Side 

 Careers in the Animal Field 



 

Heaven Can Wait        P.O. Box 30158       Las Vegas, Nevada       89173-0158       702-227-5555 
   

Volunteer Application 

 

Contact Information 

Full Name: Date: 

Address: 

City and State: Zip Code: 

Home Phone: Cell Phone: 

Email: 

Gender: Date of Birth: 

Parent or Guardian/Emergency Contact (state relationship): 

Address: (If different from above)  

Phone Number: (If different from above)  

List any special skills, interests, or hobbies that might be useful to our club 

 

Time Available:  Please indicate the day and time you would prefer to meet. 

Mon.______ Tues. ______ Wed.______ Thurs. ______ Fri. ______ Sat.______ 
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Dear Parents, 

The idea behind the development of this club is to preserve the compassion, sensitivity and 

empathy that slowly begin to erode as children become adolescents and teens.  My desire for 

this club is for the members to see the world through a different lens; one that encourages them 

to think of the world and its inhabitants as an entity that needs to be revered and protected, not 

merely used for the benefit of our human desires. 

As club facilitator I will provide guidance and education to group member’s interests in humane 

issues.  As part of our education and advocacy, we will participate in various activities and 

events.  Below is a partial list of ideas we may work on depending on each group member’s 

interests and passion: 

Students will participate in activities that build their knowledge in the following areas: 

 A History of Companion Animals 

 How did we get here?  The Pet Overpopulation Crises 

 Breeders vs. Animal Shelters – A Moral Debate 

 What Can We Do Now?  Solutions! 

 Spread the Word 

 Getting the Law on Our Side 

 

1.  Letter writing campaigns to politicians, newspaper editors and school board officials. 

 

2. Make items for fundraisers 

 Tie blankets 

 Jewelry 

 Pet treats 

 

3.  Fundraising for various non-profit animal groups. 

 Just –a –Buck Will Change Their Luck 

 Bake Sale 

 Spare Change Saves Lives 

 Blanket and Towel Drive 

 

You are more than welcome to attend any and all of the meetings with your child.  I welcome 

your input, suggestions and ideas for creating the most dynamic, exciting and fulfilling club 

imaginable!  Please sign below indicating that you’ve read and give permission for your child to 

participate.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call. 

 

________________________________________  ____________________________ 

Parent Signature      Child’s Name 

 



 

Heaven Can Wait        P.O. Box 30158       Las Vegas, Nevada       89173-0158       702-227-5555 
   

Sign-in Sheet 

Last Name First Name Phone Number E-Mail Address 
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Projects: 

Save the life of a shelter animal – advertise for people to adopt homeless animals 

All shelters regularly advertise that they have cute, cuddly animals ready for families to 
adopt. Ask them if your club could write one story each week, every two weeks or once 
a month about an animal that has been in the shelter for a while and is in desperate 
need of a home.  This story could then appear on their website, on their posters or you 
could ask your local newspaper to place the story in the paper each week.  All the 
shelter needs to do is email or fax your teacher some notes on the dog or cat each time 
you intend to write the story.  You can then work out the main points that would appeal 
to the public, such as small dog, playful personality, good with kids etc. and write a short 
story.  You may want to make the story funny, sad or even write a poem.    

Hold a baked goods and jewelry sale 

Brainstorm a list of yummy baked goods to sell at your school or local park.   Make 
posters that tell customers how the money will be donated.  Creating jewelry is a low-
cost way to generate funds for your club.  There are many bargain stores that sell fun 
beads for jewelry making.  Oriental Trading Company sells many animal related beads 
that are hot sellers! 

http://orientaltrading.com 

Hold a neighborhood garage sale 

Ask friends and neighbors to donate items for a garage sale.  Advertise how the money 
is being donated. 

Create an Animal Club newsletter 

Get all the members of your club to pitch in with stories, poems and pictures about 
animals. The newsletter could focus on issues that you are concerned about such as 
battery hens or homeless dogs. You can use information on the Animal Club website to 
help you along. Photocopy your newsletter and distribute it to other students in your 
school. You could even give the newsletter to your local newsagent to hand out free to 
interested customers.  

Write to your local newspaper 

Choose an animal protection issue that you are concerned about or which has recently 
appeared in the news. Write to the Editor of your local newspaper and express your 
views. You may send the letter from your Animal Club or ask all the club members to 
write something individually. Watch and see if you get published. Newspapers are a 
great way to raise awareness of issues in your local community. 

http://orientaltrading.com/
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Write a Letter                                                                  

Let your politicians and local newspapers know how you feel about current topics in 
animal protection.  Do your research on the issue, whether it is a law that you have 
heard about or an on-going animal protection issue.  Make sure your letter is polite, 
clear, factually correct and to the point.  

Design a poster or brochure 

The best thing you can do to help animals is to educate other people.  Your club can 
research a topic about animals and design a brochure or poster.  You can divide up the 
tasks amongst your Animal Club members. Some students might do the research and 
other might do the art work. This way everyone plays a part! You can hand the brochure 
out to the other students or to parents.  You could even ask your local shops if they 
would mind displaying the poster in their window or having the brochure on the counter.  

Find alternatives to dissection 

If your school dissects animals as part of a science class, research alternatives and 
offer them to the relevant teacher.   There are free loan programs to provide students 
and educators with up to date alternatives to classroom dissection.  For more 
information, please visit: 
http://www.hsus.org/animals_in_research/animals_in_education/dissection_campaign_p
acket.html 

 
Put up an Information Table 

Grab a card table and set up an information table at a local, high traffic area, such as 
local markets, library or shopping centre. The humane society website 
(http://www.hsus.org) as well as other animal organizations can provide you with all the 
literature you will need. Check with local businesses to see if they mind you setting up 
nearby and ask your local Council for laws that determine where you can and cannot 
set-up. This is a great way to practice your communication skills by talking to members 
of the public. You may also think about asking the people you meet to do something 
specific like buy free-range eggs or adopt a needy dog from the shelter rather than 
buying one from a pet-shop. 

Host a Food and Supplies Drive 

Instead of asking people to donate money you can ask them to donate equipment for 
your local shelter or rescue group.  As well as companion animal shelters there are 
wildlife rescue groups or horse rescue groups that may need help. Check with your local 
shelter or rescue group to see what supplies and equipment they need.  There is no use 
donating a brand of dog food that they don’t use.  When you know what shelter you will 
support and what they need, you can promote the supplies drive by making posters, 

http://www.hsus.org/animals_in_research/animals_in_education/dissection_campaign_packet.html
http://www.hsus.org/animals_in_research/animals_in_education/dissection_campaign_packet.html
http://www.hsus.org/
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writing about it for the school newsletter and giving a talk to the school.  You can collect 
supplies for a few weeks then organize to deliver and present them to the shelter. 
Contact your local newspaper before you make the delivery as they might send out 
someone to take pictures and write an article.   

Make a Library Display 

Ask your local or school library if they will allow you to create a display on animal 
protection. Animal Club members can research and write articles, collect pictures and 
design the display. Remember to display not only the problems but how people can help 
with solutions. 

Start an educational campaign within your school or a surrounding elementary 
school 

 Read animal friendly books to younger students.  Teach them the importance of 
taking good care of their pet. 

 Create and “Adoptable Pets” bulletin board at school…update often. 
 Ask local shelters to come do assemblies and classroom presentations. 
 Utilize research papers and other writing projects as a way to get the message 

out about the needs of companion animals and other animal welfare issues. 
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Famous Animal Friendly Quotations 

As an animal rights advocate you are among the most intelligent minds of all time.  

Read the quotations below and know that you are in good company! 

“I am in favor of animal rights as well as human rights. That is the way of a whole human being.” 
~Abraham Lincoln  

“I am only one, but still I am one.  I cannot do everything, but still I can do something; and because I 
cannot do everything, I will not refuse to do the something that I can do.”  
 ~Helen Keller 
 
“To sin by silence when they should protest makes cowards of men.”  
~Abraham Lincoln 
 
“You must be the change you wish to see in the world.”  
~Mahatma Gandhi 
 
The question is not, "Can they reason?" nor, "Can they talk?" but rather, "Can they suffer?"  ~Jeremy 

Bentham 

 

“Think occasionally of the suffering of which you spare yourself the sight.”   

~Albert Schweitzer 

 

“The fact that man knows right from wrong proves his intellectual superiority to the other creatures; but 

the fact that he can do wrong proves his moral inferiority to any creatures that cannot.”  

 ~Mark Twain, What Is Man, 1906 

 

“The animals of the world exist for their own reasons.  They were not made for humans any more than 

black people were made for white, or women created for men.”   

~Alice Walker 

 

“If a group of beings from another planet were to land on Earth - beings who considered themselves as 

superior to you as you feel yourself to be to other animals - would you concede them the rights over you 

that you assume over other animals?”   

~George Bernard Shaw 

 

“When it comes to having a central nervous system, and the ability to feel pain, hunger, and thirst, a rat is 

a pig is a dog is a boy.”   

~Ingrid Newkirk 

 

“If you have men who will exclude any of God's creatures from the shelter of compassion and pity, you 

will have men who will deal likewise with their fellow men.”   

~St. Francis of Assisi 

 

“Our task must be to free ourselves... by widening our circle of compassion to embrace all living creatures 
and the whole of nature and its beauty.”   
~Albert Einstein  
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“The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way its animals are treated.” 
~Gandhi 
 
“The worst sin towards our fellow creatures is not to hate them, but to be indifferent to them. That's the 
essence of inhumanity.”  
~George Bernard Shaw  
 
“The purpose of human life is to serve and to show compassion and the will to help others.”  
~Albert Schweitzer 
 
“When a man has pity on all living creatures then only is he noble.” 
~Buddha 

“The love for all living creatures is the noblest attribute of man.” 
~Charles Darwin 

"The time will come when men such as I will look upon the murder of animals as they now look upon the 
murder of men."  
~Leonardo Da Vinci 

“If a man aspires towards a righteous life, his first act of abstinence is from injury to animals." 
~Albert Einstein 

“As custodians of the planet it is our responsibility to deal with all species with kindness, love and 
compassion. That these animals suffer through human cruelty is beyond understanding. Please help to 
stop this madness.” 
~Richard Gere 

"If only we can overcome cruelty, to human and animal, with love and compassion we shall stand at the 
threshold of a new era in human moral and spiritual evolution - and realize, at last, our most unique 
quality: humanity."  
~ Jane Goodall  

"Until we stop harming all other living beings, we are still savages." 
~ Thomas Jefferson  

"One day the absurdity of the almost universal human belief in the slavery of other animals will be 
palpable. We shall then have discovered our souls and become worthier of sharing this planet with them." 
~ Martin Luther King, Jr  

"It seems to me of great importance to teach children respect for life. Towards this end, experiments on 

living animals in classrooms should be stopped. To encourage cruelty in the name of science can only 

destroy the finer emotions of affection and sympathy, and breed an unfeeling callousness in the young 

towards suffering in all living creatures."  

~ Eleanor Roosevelt 

"It may be suggested by some books that it is not a sin to kill an animal, but it is written in our own hearts 
- more clearly than in any book - that we should take pity on animals in the same way as we do on 
humans."  
~ Leo Tolstoy  

http://www.betterworldheroes.com/einstein.htm
http://www.betterworldheroes.com/gere.htm
http://www.betterworldheroes.com/goodall.htm
http://www.betterworldheroes.com/jefferson.htm
http://www.betterworldheroes.com/king.htm
http://www.betterworldheroes.com/roosevelt-eleanor.htm
http://www.betterworldheroes.com/tolstoy.htm
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"As long as there are slaughterhouses, there will be battlefields."  
~ Leo Tolstoy 

“According to the group People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, fish have feelings too. Whenever my 
sons go fishing they always tell me, "Dad it doesn't hurt a fish to get hooked." Well I watch and I see and I 
believe it's painful for the fish.” 
~ Donald Trump 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the 
only thing that ever has.” 
~Margaret Meade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.betterworldheroes.com/tolstoy.htm
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Guest Speakers 

Harold Vosko ð President/CEO of Heaven Can Wait Animal Society  

Harold will come and talk to the group about the mission and goals at HCW.  He will 

speak about their aggressive Spay and Neuter program, Pups on Parole adoption 

program and the basics of properly car ing for your pet as a lifetime commitment.  

He will bring a temperament tested dog upon request.  

Doug Duke ð Director of Nevada SPCA  

Doug, or the Humane Educator, Linda Gannon, will come to and speak about animal 

concerns relevant to your groupõs mission. 

Cindy Carlson ð Lead Kennel Attendant at COH Animal Control  

Cindy will come and talk to the group about staying safe around dogs.  She has a 

wonderful Dog Bite Prevention lesson that she does with the children.  
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Situations for ‘Broken Bonds’. 
  
A family adopted a young puppy into their family. They had two young 
children, under the age of five, which kept the parents very busy. 
They didn’t have the puppy neutered and left him outside most of the 
time. When they did bring the puppy inside, he jumped on everyone 
and knocked the children down. The puppy whined when he was 
outside and continually pawed at the screen door. The family became 
tired of dealing with this behavior and decided to relinquish the 
puppy to the animal shelter. What could this family have done 
differently to prevent the human-animal bond from breaking? 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
A seven-year old Akita-mix dog was owned by a man who kept him 
chained up in the yard his entire life. The dog wasn’t allowed in the 
house and he rarely had any contact with his owner. Animal control   
Investigators talked to him several times about providing his dog with water.  
The owner refused to cooperate, so they impounded the dog. When the dog was 
brought to the animal shelter, he was afraid to walk on the floors and 
was unresponsive to staff members. What could the dog’s owner 
have done differently to prevent this tragedy? 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
A teacher bought two gerbils, a male and a female. She kept them in 
an aquarium in her class-room. She wanted the gerbils to breed so 
her students could witness the joy of birth. The gerbils began to breed 
and soon there were too many for the teacher to handle and she was 
unable to find homes for them. She brought three 10-gallon 
aquariums filled with gerbils to the animal shelter. What could 
she have done differently to prevent this unfortunate situation from 
occurring? 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
A couple had a cat they adopted seven years ago. They needed to 
move to another apartment across town because they had changed 
jobs. The apartments they liked in that area didn’t allow for animals. 
The couple decided to relinquish their cat because they wanted to live 
in a nice apartment, close to where they worked. What could they 
have done differently to prevent giving up their feline companion? 
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Support for Animal Shelters 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Everyone should adopt. There are thousands of puppies and older dogs waiting for good homes. I myself have 

2 dogs I adopted and they are the greatest. One was rescued on Christmas night last year after her human 

“dumped” her because she was having puppies. She was 1 1/2 years old. The other was rescued from a puppy 

mill when its owner was going to “get rid” of him because he was too old to sell. He was 6 months old.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A homeless dog living in foster care might have been an excellent choice for the Bidens. Foster parents can 

provide detailed commentary on a dog’s temperament, and many rescue groups specialize in specific breeds.  

My husband and I, on the other hand, have two mixed-breed dogs that we adopted directly from county 

shelters. One of whom was ill and would have been slated for euthanasia had we not adopted her. Getting 

acquainted with their unique personalities has been an adventure, and we’re so glad to know that we helped to 

save their lives. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This isn’t about the Bidens or where individuals get their dogs or freedom of choice. This is about the new 

leadership setting an example for others at a time when the whole world is watching. And for many of us, our 

point is that while this wasn’t a bad example, he had the opportunity to set a better one and he missed it. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Joe Biden will hold the 2nd highest office in the country; therefore, he serves as an example for all people 

throughout our great country in leadership and integrity.  

The purchase of a dog from a commercial kennel sends a message to the American public that it is ok to 

continue to purchase dogs rather than adopt one of the thousands that need homes across America. 

The purchase of a dog from a commercial kennel in fact prevents a homeless dog from being adopted into a 

loving home.  

The purchase of a dog from a commercial kennel will in no way guarantee temperament. Every dog is a unique 

individual, and all dogs require supervision around children. There are many homeless dogs across the US with 

sweet and gentle temperaments.  

Joe Biden’s personal decision carries with it great consequences for homeless dogs across America.  
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