


ÁThe dog is protecting a possession, food or water dish 
or puppies. 

ÁThe dog is protecting a resting place. 
ÁThe dog is protecting its owner or the owner's 

property. 
ÁThe dog considers itself dominant over the child and 

the child has done something the dog considers to be 
insubordinate (e.g., hugging the dog, moving into the 
dog's space, moving without permission from the 
dog, leaning or stepping over the dog). 

ÁThe dog is frightened and the child has threatened it 
in some way (e.g., hugging the dog, rapid approach, 
leaning over or stepping over the dog). 



ÁThe dog is old and grumpy and having a bad day and 
has no patience for the actions of a child. 

ÁThe dog is injured. 
ÁThe child has hurt or startled it by stepping on it, 

poking it or pulling its fur, tail or ears. 
ÁThe dog has not learned bite inhibition and bites hard 

by accident when the child offers food or a toy to the 
dog. 

ÁThe child and dog are engaging in rough play and the 
dog gets overly excited. 

ÁThe dog views the child as a prey item because the 
child is running and/or screaming near the dog or 
riding a bicycle or otherwise moving past the dog. 





If a dog does happen to jump, just stand still until he 
gives up. If he knocks you over, curl up on your 

tummy with your hands over the back of your neck 
and be still like a rock until he goes away. 






