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Background Informat ion

Please read before beginning the unit.

Thank you for your interest in our unit and your interest in helping animals. This unit was developed
for the purpose of teaching pet care basics. It was also developed to address concerns facing
companion animds. It is our deepest desire that the students you teach and their families
understand these concerns and make future decisions that affect companion animals in the most
positive manner possible.

The stuffed animals and gable boxes are avail able from Heaven Can Wait Animals Society. You may
check them out by contacting Kim Yates at angels@hcws.org. If your students choose to adopt the

animals, you will need to reimburse Heaven Can Wait Animal Society . You may also order them on
your own. If you do choose to order them on your own, it is important that you order the stuffed
animals and crates at least 2 weeks prior to starting the unit. The cost of the animals will be
reimbursed to you when students adopt the animals.  The adoption price is set in the parent letter
that goes home on Day 1. In this manual there are 2 suggested retailers to purchase your stuffed
animals from and one retailer for crates. You may choose not to order crates and have students

bring in shoe boxes instead. Again, rememberto have them bring boxes prior to starting the unit
so youoll have boxes to put the stuffed animals in for

On day 1, students get to choose if they want a cat or a dog. Students usually choose dogs over
cats at a rate of approximately 2 to 1. In oth er words, order twice as many dogs as cats. If you
can, combine orders with other teachers for the highest cost efficiency. Another idea is to ask
students prior to ordering.

Be sure to include the cat or dog profile card in each crate.  Does not print off the profile cards
until you know which stuffed animals youdre giving to
breed in the crate to the appropriate breed profile card.

The books that are suggested for reading are just that, suggestions. Please feel free to substitute
similar type books from your school or public library. There are a plethora of companion animal
books available and substitutions should be able to be made easily.

We hope you enjoy teaching this unit. Please send any suggestions you m ay have for ideas and
improvements to the Heaven Can Wait email address. Once again, thank you for your interest in our
materials.

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Humane Education Pet Unit Supplies

http://www.orientaltrading.com

$19.99 per dozen

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Gable Boxes
http://www.mrtakeoutbags.com/store/small -gable-boxes.html

$39.91 for 100

www.dollardays.com

$205.20 for 48

$176.04 for 36

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Day 1 0O Foster Program & Getting Started & 1 hour

Objectives:  Students will become familiar with the type of pets their classmates have by creating,
interpreting and analyzing the class pet graph.  Students will become familiar with  Heaven Can
Wa i tviéian, goals and programs by visiting the Heaven Can Wait website . Students will discover
how the fostering process works by  completing necessary paperwork to adopt a pet.

Materials

& Pre-made graph with the following animals: Dog/Cat/Fish/Gerbil/Hamster/Guinea
Pig/Ferret/Snake/Lizard/Bird/Frog/Turtle/other writtenoni t.

Computer for each pair of students

Before You Were Mine by Maribeth Boelts

Foster Application

@B 6 3

Parent Letter

Grouping:  Whole Group
Partners for computer work and filling out Foster Application  (optional).
Procedures:

& The teacher and students w ill create a graph representing the different types of pets the
students share their home with.  The students will read and interpret graph.

& The teacher and students will discuss the role of pets in their family.

& The teacher and students will go to the com  puter lab to become familiar with the ~ Heaven
Can Wait website & www.hcws.org.

& The teacher will define Pet Overpopulation crises as having too many pets and not enough
homes.

& The teacher and students will discuss the ch  oices made by guardians of the pets that end
up in animal shelters. The students and teacher will briefly discuss the need for education
about a pet before it is brought home, so it doesn:

& The Teacher will read Before You Were Mine by Maribeth Boelts

& The students will decide whether they wish to foster a dog or a cat, depending on their

needs and wants.

& The students will fill out a foster application sheet and be told their animal will arrive the
next day.

& The students will take home a letter outlining the foster process to their parents.

Assessment: teacher observation and completed Foster Application.

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Fostering an Animal

Application

What type of pet would you like to foster? Dog__ Puppy__ Cat___ Kitten__

Would you like to fo ster a male (boy) or a female (girl)?

Do you have any other pets in your home? If so, what types of pets and how many
do you have?

Do you have a fenced yard? Yes_  No

Where will the pet spend its days?

Where will the pet spend its nights?

Who will take care of this pet?

To be a successful foster parent, you will need a compassionate nature, the
cooperation of your family, and some knowledge of animal behavior.

To qualify to become a foster parent, you must compete a foster training. Please
sign below if you are ready to take the first steps in becoming a foster parent to a
loveable cat or dog.

Signature Date

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org



e D .
.;‘.: 3‘$.§‘Z 1" : 5% Angels for Animals
.=.‘g(/' :',}o’.:.
Angels ﬁ:rAnima,ls |l nstructor O0s M
Dear Parents,
Your child wil.l be participating sCGomgddomven Ca

Animals unit. Angels for Animals is a unit designed to teach compassion and civic
responsibility while helping to educate the communityabout our countyds pet
overpopulation crises.

Heaven Can Wait Animal Society is a local organization whose vision is to eliminate
the senseless killing of over 31,000 cats and dogs annually in the Clark County area
shelters.

Tomorrow evening your child will bring home a stuffed dog or cat. Your child is
expected to treat this stuffed animal as if it were a living dog or cat. It would be
most beneficial to your child if you and your family would also treat this stuffed
animal as if it were a living being, and in a humane manner. In doing so, you will be
helping your child to develop valuable skills in respo nsible pet care and
guardianship. During the two week foster period your child will learn about the

care and responsibility of owning a pet. They will also learn important skills for
staying safe around animals.

Once the 2 week foster program is over, yo ur child will have the opportunity to
adopt the stuffed pet. The cost of adoptionis$ 5.00 and includes the pet box,
profile card, and student manual.

As part of this program, the staff from Heaven Can Wait Animal Society may bring
temperament tested a nimals to the classroom to assist us in educating the

students.

If you have any questions regarding this program, please feel free to cal | or write a
note.

Thank you,

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Day 2 & Foster Program & Getting to Know Your Foster Pet and
assessing school opinion a bout companion animals & 1 hour

Objectives:  Students will be introduced to their foster pet. Students will read and discuss their
petds foster card to becomis needaniThe stents will detarminetthe i
school ¢ o mm wmabdutycdrganiomanimals by surveying staff and students.

Materials:

& Pet, Crate and Pet Profile Card

& Opinion Survey

& Clipboards

& Pencils

Grouping: Whole Group
Independent
Procedures:

& The students will be introduced to their new foster pet by volunteers of the shelter (parent
volunteers or teacher). The animals will arrive in crates with a profile card detailing facts
about the animal . Students may not open their crate until everyone has received their pet.
Inform students that the mo  ment they open the crate, the animal becomes real, and must
be treated as such. Inform students that the animals may not be traded. Instruct
students to read the profile card to become familiar with th  eir foster pet.  The teacher
and the students will di scuss how some of their pets are puppies and kittens, others are
adult dogs and cats, and still others are senior cats and dogs. Describe how each animal will
have different needs depending on the age.

& Teacher will introduce opinion survey whole group and  review each question with students.

& Students will be assigned various classrooms and offices throughout the school to gather
opinions about companion animals.

& Upon returning to the classroom teacher and students will compile and discuss data. An
assessment will be made as to the support we expect to receive in the way of fundraising
and awareness within the school community. Teacher and students will discuss various
fundraising and awareness activities we will participate in as part of the unit.

& The st udents will be in troduced to Homework Log 8 Day 2 and the letter to their parents
The students will understand that when they bring their pet home, it is to be treated as if
it is a real living and breathing creature.

Assessment: teacher observation , quality of survey results and patrticipation

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Pet Opinion Survey

Grade Teacher

1. What kinds of pets do you have?

dogs reptiles (lizard/snakes/turtles)
cats fish
birds amphibians (salamander /frog/toad)

pocket pet (hamster/gerbil/mouse/rat/guinea pig/rabbits/ferrets)
______other
2. By show of hands, do you feel that pets are an important part of our lives?

/
(number of students who raised their hand/number of students in class)

3. There are many cats and dogs either living in animal shelters or running loose on
the streets because there are not enough homes for all of them. Do you think this
is a big problem in our society?

Yes No

4. Can you think of any s olutions for ending the pet overpopulation crises? A pet
overpopulation crisis is when there are too many pets and not enough homes.
______adopt from shelters
______spay or neuter your pet
____ take good care of your pet and keep it for life
______ Other solu tions

5. By show of hands, how many of you would like to participate in a school effort to
improve the lives of animals living in shelters and help end the pet overpopulation
crises

/
(number of stud ents who raised their hand/number of students in class)

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Day 3 0 Foster Prog ram & Pet Care Budget

Objectives:  The students will develop a monthly /yearly budget of t he cost and care of a pet using
real pet store ad , grooming advertisements, shot records, and a calculator.
Materials:

& Frisky Pets Pet Store Catalog or Pet store advertisements . You will need to acquire
these from your local pet supply store.

Shot records

Grooming advertisements

Calculator

Worksheet

Pencil

oz e: Moz B ez ez

Procedures:

& As awhole group, the students will brainstorm pet needs. The teacher will record ideas
Needs will be broken down into 3 categories: Food/Shelter/Medical

& The students will work in dividually or in pairs to determine their individual pet needs and
record them on worksheet.

& The students will use pet store advertisements, shot records and grooming advertisements
to determine cost estimates of items needed for 1 month. The students will record
estimates on worksheet.

& The students will add up the colum ns to determine an estimated monthly budget.

& The students will then multiple that number by 12 to determine a yearly budget. Please not
that some expenses will be recorded as a yearly expense rather than a monthly expense.

& Students will come back together  to discuss budgets. Teacher will lead a discussion about
other expenses that they may incur other than budgeted items. (For example: accidents,
il l ness, teeth cleanings, etcé)

& Students will be asked to consider budget concern when considering bringing a pet into
their lives.

Assessment: teacher observation and completed budget

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org



.?.: 9,

"e'a'g'.'.'-t"':, % 2

c® eog S » ® 2%

= 'n‘.“' e o 'o“. <3
g 920

Angels For Animals
heaven can walil animal society

Angels for Animals

Il nstructor s

Frisky Pets

Pet Store Catalog

Bowls
Dogéeéeéeéeé. . $8
Catéeéeéééeé. . $6

Food

. $10

Catéeéeé. . $8

Collars
Do g é é.68
. $8

(O}

Cat éée.

Leashééés$il2

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada
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. $40
. $30

. $8
. $6

. $15
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Invoice

Pets R Us Animal Hospital
1234 Companion Street
Herderson, Nevada 89002

Vd Pa

dzt t AGe OSUSNAYI NB OF N

For: Kim Yates
1940 Chickasaw Drive
Henderson, NV 89002

Date For Description Net Price
08-24-09 Dakota 1 Brief Exam $20.00
08-24-09 1 Dazppl/C $20.00
08-24-09 1 Bordetella $10.00
08-24-09 1 3 year Rabies $10.00

New Balance: $60.00

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Dog Grooming Prices
Small Dog (25 Ibs or less) $65 -$75
Medium Dog (26 -50 Ibs) $75-%$90
Large Dog (51-75Ibs) $90 -$110
Ex-large Dog (76 lbs+) $110-$135

Cat Grooming Packages

R -

egular Package (bath, blow-dry, $65 -$75
nails, ears)

Lion Cut or Summer Cut Package

. . 75 -$95
(including bath, etc.) $75-3
Lion Cut or Summer Cut Only (no $60 -$70
bath)

* Cat prices depend on weight and/or condition of coat.

Note: Additional charges may apply at the groomer's discretion if your pet requires
extra time because of behavioral i ssues or because of extreme matting, etc.

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Budget Sheet

ltems Cost

Bl B B B HB| A HB| HB| HB| B B B B AP

Total Monthly Cost/Total Yearly Cost

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Day 4 O Foster Program & The Importance of Adoption - 1 hour

Objectives : The st udents will become familiar with the terms  breeder, puppy mill, and anima/
shelter as ways of acquiring a pet. Students will discuss the most effective way to end the pet
overpopulation crisis.

Materials:
& Barack Obama quote:
"l think how we treat our animals reflects how we treat each other. And it's very
important that we have a president who is mindful of the cruelty that is perpetrated on
animals." President Barack Obama
&  Puppy Mill photo
& Handout: Biden Gets New Dog
Procedures:
& The teacher will dis play the quote and puppy mill photo
& The teacher will a sk students if they have any thoughts about the circumstances of the
dogs in the photo. The teacher will w ork the conversation to a def inition of a puppy mill and
t ake a few minutes to discuss the conc ept of a puppy mill.
Puppy Mill: a farming operation in which dogs are raised in large numbers for the
purpose of selling them to pet stores. The dogs often live in cramped and inhumane
conditions.
& Next, the teacher will move the discussion to asking stu dents where people get their pets
from . Refine the discussion to the following list:

e Pet Stores dreceive 95-99% their animals from p uppy mills
e Animal Shelters & receive their animals from people who have lost their pet
or have chosen not to have it anym ore
e Breeders:
1. Responsible d Selected breeding of quality pets
2. lrresponsible 8 Puppy Mills operators and people who breed
female dogs too often and in unsanitary conditions

& Once students understand the difference among pet stores/animal shelters and breeder S,
the teacher will ask which one or ones the y think are most responsible to pick a family pet
from. Refine the discussion to include animal shelters and responsible breeders as the large

majority of pet stores receive their pets from puppy mills

8 Teacher will i nform students that we will now move into a mock debate based on areal -life
scenario that happened soon after the November 2008 election in which Joe Bidden was
elected Vice President of the United States. Teacher will read handout: Biden Gets N ew
Dog

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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& Ask for a volunteer to read the opinion of a responsible breeder. Ask another volunteer to
read the opinion of an animal shelter supporter. Have students read through 1 more opinion
on both sides( there are 4 each to chose from on the following p  ages). After students have
heard both sides, have them break up into 3 groups:

1. Supporters of the breeders
2. Supporters of the animal shelters

3. Students who are undecided

@ & & o

Have the first 2 groups spend a few minutes coming up with the top 3 reas ons they feel
that their group is right. If you have a group of students who are undecided have them
discuss with each other why they can see both sides of the debate. After a few minutes

allow the first 2 groups to present the reasons they feel they are right Ask the group of
students who are undecided if they have changed t h
argument.

& Conclude the discussion recognizing both sides have good arguments and it is up to each
individual to decide for himself the bes t place to get their next pet. Remind students that
pet stores are not the best choice when getting a pet as a very large portion of the puppies
come from puppy mills where animals are produced in mass quantities and in inhumane and
often cruel conditions

Assessment Teacher observation of student participation

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Biden gets new dog - animal
rights advocates not happy

Wedre talking aboutOfJoe Bi
course, all the news about presidential pets has

been about Barack Obamads |
daughters to get a new First Dog for the White

House.

But Joe and his wife Jill had a similar

arrangement. If he and Obama won in November,

t hey 6d g Andjus to thakg sure the Veep-
elect didnoét forget, Jil | 1
dogs in his plane during the campaign. Not one to
disappoint, Biden lived up to his promise Saturday

and purchased a pooch - a three month old

German Shepherd from a breeder in East

Coventry, Pennsylvania

Is everyone happy with the pick? Nope. Adoption
advocates are upset that he chose to go to a

breeder instead of selecting a dog from an animal

shelter. After all, estimates are that four million

ani mals a year are put dowl
have owners.

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Support for Animal Shelters

Everyone should adopt. There are thousands of puppies and older dogs waiting for good
homes. | myself have 2 dogs | adopted and they are the greatest. One was rescued on

Christmas night | ast year after her human Adumped
was 1 1/2 years old. The other was rescued from a
rido of him because he wanthsddoo ol d to sell. He wa

A homeless dog living in foster care might have been an excellent choice for the Bidens. Foster

parentscan providedet ai | ed commentary on a dogb6s temper amer
specialize in specific breeds. My husband and I, on the other hand, have two mixed-breed dogs

that we adopted directly from county shelters. One of whom was ill and would have been slated

for euthanasia had we not adopted her. Getting acquainted with their unique personalities has

been an adventure, and wedre so glad to know that

This isndt about the Bidens or where individuals
about the new leadership setting an example for others at a time when the whole world is
watching. And formanyofus, our point is that while this wasno
opportunity to set a better one and he missed it.

Joe Biden will hold the 2nd highest office in the country; therefore, he serves as an example for

all people throughout our great country in leadership and integrity. The purchase of a dog from a

commercial kennel sends a message to the American public that it is ok to continue to purchase

dogs rather than adopt one of the thousands that need homes across America.

The purchase of a dog from a commercial kennel in fact prevents a homeless dog from being

adopted into a loving home. The purchase of a dog from a commercial kennel will in no way

guarantee temperament. Every dog is a unique individual, and all dogs require supervision

around children. There are many homeless dogs across the US with sweet and gentle
temperaments. Joe Bidends pe atsonsequéncedfertionelesen car ri

dogs across America.

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Support for Breeders

Bringing in an unknown dog from a shelter is risky especially when you are dealing with kids.
Often no history about the cute dog is known. Perhaps it was abused, beaten, and had a tough
life. It could be a dangerous situation. Both of my dogs are second hand pound puppies, and
we have been very lucky with both.The positive is, he bought from a reputable breeder,
someone who breeds dogs for the love of the breed.

Why should the Bidens, or t he Obamas, have to achogspnt s omeboc
shelters are unknown quantities. It idsbuttpossi bl e
fact that theyodre in & phieletbere ds papls O6fsaiaenicye sit o wyd
known, and this knowledge wil/|l provide a pretty g
Experts have also found that obtaining a puppy at exactly seven weeks of age is precisely the

best time for socializing them to their new human family. The Bidens have come reasonably

close to that ideal by choosing a three-month-old.

Think about it 8 the use of reputable breeders needs to be encouraged. They will do health
checks and take back any puppies that need to be. They require that the dogs be neutered if
they are only pets. Eventually they can greatly reduce the demand from inhumane puppy mills.
This will also reduce the need for shelters eventually. We need greater awareness of the ethical
breeding of dogs to protect the species and keep it healthy, rather than the inhumane and
unethical breeding to meet demand from uneducated pet owners.

I dondédt bl ame Biden at all for buying a dog rathe
buy a dog from a good breeder, the breeder has taken care to breed in good traits and health

and to breed out not so desirable behaviors and health issues - you hedge your bets by going

with a breeder. When you get a rescue, you never quite know what you are going to get in either

behavior or health. True, you could wind up with a great dog, or you could wind up with a dog

that has mental and emotional issues, or winds up with serious and costly health issues that

lead to an early demise.

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org



-
0% Wee'e g’."'

Se@e® .
R Angels for Animals
059 20500
§ols
Angels For Animals l nstructords M

animal society

Day 5 & Foster Program & Surrender Solutions 9 1- 1% hours

Objectives:  The students will rev iew the pet overpopulation crises in our county. The students will
brainstorm creative solutions for the most common reasons people surrender their pets. The
students will write letters to fictitious pet owners who are considering surrendering their pet to
the shelter. In the letter the students will detail solutions for the pet owner in order for the pet
to remain in the home.
Materials:

& Handout: The Top Ten Reasons We Give Up Our Pets

& Situations for Broken Bonds worksheet

& Writing paper

Procedures:
& The teacher will review the definition of Pet Overpopulation Crises whole group with the
students.
Pet Overpopulation Crises:  This crises occurs when there are many more unwanted
pets than there are homes to keep them
&8 Theteacherwillhandoutco pi es ¢of TéMoReasons We Gdeach Up Our Pet
student. The group will read the lists together.

& Students will meet in small groups (4 to a group) to dis  cuss the contents of the handout
The students will discuss answers to the following questions:
1. Do you feel that some of the reasons why people surrender their pets are good?
2. Which ones do you think are good and why do you think so?
3. Do you feel that some of the reasons why people surrender their pets are bad?
4. Which ones are not good and why?

Each student i n the group will record the answer their group came up with to one question.

& The group will come back together to discuss answers to their questions. Group discussion
will include possible solutions for surrender. Solutions will be recorded by the teache r.

& Students will receive a copy of the S ituation s worksheet. Students will to choose one of
t he scenarios and write a letter to the owner who is planning to surrender their pet. The
letter will offer solutions for the pet owner so that surrendering their pet is no longer
necessary.

& Once the letters are written, the students will meet in small groups to read and critique
each otherds letter. Suggestions may be made to t
have the opportunity to refine their letter pri or to turning it in.

& The students and teacher will participate in a whole group discussion about what was
learned from this activity

Assessment_Teacher observation and completed letter to be graded for friendly letter format and
content.

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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[HE TOP TEN REASONS
WE GIVE UP OUR PETS

i)

DOGS

Moving

Landlord issues

Cost of pet maintenance
No time for pet
Inadequate facilities
Too many pets in home
Pet iliness

Personal problems

. Biting

10. No homes for

© 00N A WDNRE

littermates

CATS

1. Too many in house
2. Allergies

3. Moving

4. Cost of pet maintenance
5. Landlord issues

6. No homes for
littermates

7. House soiling

8. Personal problems
9. Pet iliness

10. Inadequate facilities

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173
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Si tuations f or OBroken B«

A family adopted a young puppy into their family. They had two young

children, under the age of five, which kept the parents very busy.

They didndét have the puppy neutered and | eft
time. When they did bring the puppy inside, he jumped on everyone

and knocked the children down. The puppy whined when he was

outside and continually pawed at the screen door. The family became

tired of dealing with this behavior and decided to relinquish the

puppy to the animal shelter. What could this family have done

differently to prevent the human-animal bond from breaking?

A seven-year old Akita-mix dog was owned by a man who kept him

chained up in the yard hisentirelif e. The dog wasnot all owed i n
house and he rarely had any contact with his owner. Animal control

Investigators talked to him several times about providing his dog with water.

The owner refused to cooperate, so they impounded the dog. When the dog was

brought to the animal shelter, he was afraid to walk on the floors and

was unresponsive to staff members. What coul d
have done differently to prevent this tragedy?

A teacher bought two gerbils, a male and a female. She kept them in
an aquarium in her class-room. She wanted the gerbils to breed so
her students could witness the joy of birth. The gerbils began to breed
and soon there were too many for the teacher to handle and she was
unable to find homes for them. She brought three 10-gallon
aquariums filled with gerbils to the animal shelter. What could

she have done differently to prevent this unfortunate situation from
occurring?

A couple had a cat they adopted seven years ago. They needed to

move to another apartment across town because they had changed

jobs. The apartments they I|liked in that area
The couple decided to relinquish their cat because they wanted to live

in a nice apartment, close to where they worked. What could they

have done differently to prevent giving up their feline companion?
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Day 6 & Foster Program & Overcrowded Shelters 0 1 hour

Objectives:  The students will become familiar with problems that arise when animal shelters
become full. The students will understand that pets need proper vaccinations and identi fication in
order to be safe and healthy.

Materials:
8 Review Journal article: Disease Shuts Animal Shelter

Procedures

& The teacher and students will brainstorm reasons why ani  mals end up at the city or county
animal shelters . Refine the conversation to the following reasons:

1. Ananimalis picked up by animal control (an officer from the city or county
animal shelter) . The animals is usually lost or injured.

2. Aperson finds a pet and brings it to a city or county animal shelter . (lost or
injured)

3. Ananimal is surrendered to a city or county animal shelter .

8 Remind students that wedve discussed number 3, but
2. Have students work in small groups to determine how the first two could be avoided.
Reasons may include:

1. Pés should always wear identification tags.
2. Pets should be micro chipped.
3. Pets should be properly housed so they cannot roam.

& The students and teacher will now move the discussion to overcrowded shelters. The
teacher will inform the class that a horrible o utbreak of disease shut down a local animal
shelter in February 2007. The teacher will read the Review Journal article to the class.

& The following questions will be discussed whole group:

1. Why do you think this happened?

2. Who if anyone is to blame?

3. How could this problem have been avoided?
Students should be able to articulate that pets need to wear identification tags, be micro
chipped, and be properly housed and have received all of their vaccinations.

Assessment student participation and teacher observa  tion

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org



s8oa ; ALY 34 Angels for Animals
6P 9o
Angels r(>'r,\.nimarls I nstructords M
reviewjournal.com
Feb. 10, 2007

Copyright © Las Vegas Revidaurnal

Disease shuts animal shelter

Hundreds of dogs, cats to be killed

By MIKE KALIL
REVIEW - JOURNAL

Hundreds of dogs and cats housed at Southern Nevada's regional animal shelter will pro
euthanizedhfter visiting veterinarians discovered a severe outbreak of contagious disease
overcrowded facility.

Lied Animal Shelter closed to the public Friday while a team from The Humane Society ¢
United States began individual examinations of th@Q @gs and cats impounded there to
determine how many carried deadly viruses that spread quickly in shelter settings.

Although shelter officials were not aware of problems, the Humane Society team noticed
and cats suffering from serious respiratong éntestinal diseases shortly after it arrived in Le
Vegas on Monday for a fotttay site inspection.

"We had animals dying every day," said Kim Intino, director of animal sheltering issues fc
Humane Society and leader of the-siember team of vetnd other experts who reviewed
Lied.

The nation's foremost animal protection group had been invited by Lied to assess shelter
operations and suggest improvements. The team planned to finish its paid work Thursda
instead declared an "emergency" araystl on Friday to begin corrective measures at the N
Mojave Road facility.

"It is common for there to be problems in animal shelters. But we realized the disease sit
was grave," Intino said. "We have a situation of animals that have disease alyithg from
that disease in large numbers."

Exact numbers were not available, but shelter officials acknowledged they were looking ¢
putting down hundreds of dogs infected with parvovirus or distemper and scores of cats
panleukopenia, often likendd a feline version of distemper.

Humans are not susceptible to the diseases, which attack animals' respiratory systems a
intestinal tracts.

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org


http://www.reviewjournal.com/about/print/rjstaff.html
http://www.reviewjournal.com/about/print/rjstaff.html

SIS SN X _
A S e Angels for Animals
L)
e p 9o
Angels For Animals l nstructor ds

anim

Although Intino said she had not previously come across an outbreak of the magnitude fc
Lied, shelter leagrs said they had not noticed serious problems.

fiLied employs a fulkime veterinarian at the shelter, but the animal doctor spends almost :
work hours performing spay and neuter operations rather than evaluating the arsiaigls,
Diane Orgill, executig director of the shelter.

"We didn't realize this was happening,” she said.

Orgill said that while the Humane Society's experts might be able to "look at a cat across
room and tell you what's wrong," the diseases at issue can often be difficut¢t det

"There's a lot of things you don't notice right way," she said. "If a dog sneezes but licks b
someone sees him, you're not going to notice."

Orgill noted that Lied had invited the outside scrutiny and that the Humane Society had f(
disease olreaks in other shelters.

Intino said Friday evening that she could not provide an estimate on how many dogs and
affected, because the team was still in the "emergency phase.” Humane Society leaders
directing the segregation of sick animadsrforming euthanizations and training Lied staffer:
how to properly carry on that work after the team departs today.

fiVets were finding a much lower rate of disease in the approximately 800 dogs and cats
adoption parlq Orgill said.

Animals nfected with the viruses were concentrated in the shelter's intake area, where alt
time about 1,000 animals typically spend three to 10 days awaiting pickup by their owner
or neuter surgery, or euthanasia for animals deemed unadoptable.

Orgill said shelter overcrowding undoubtedly hastened the spread of disease.

"The number of animals we have increases the chances of this happening,” she said.

It was unclear Friday evening when Lied would be able to reopen its shelter, clinic and ac
park.

AWhen it doeg) Animal Foundation spokesman Mark Fierro séitie shelter will immediately
implement one of the Humane Society's key recommendations for minimizing the chance
further disease spread.

Fierro said shelter employees will immunize aningssoon as they are brought to the shelt
animal control officers or members of the public.

"They were doing that on a select number of animals, and now they'll be doing it for all,” |
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In addition, the shelter will begin using vaccines thatag@ntibodies through animals' syste
faster.

fiPeople who have adopted animals from Lied recently and have concerns about their pe
may bring them in for a checkup or return them permaneér@lgill said.

She encouraged pet owners whose anitma® gone missing to visit the shelter in hopes of
finding them, adding that reducing overcrowding will significantly help combat the crisis tl
shelter faces.

"If they've had vaccinations in the past, they're probably going to be fine, but every anime
different,” said Orgill, who also serves as president of The Animal Foundation, the private
nonprofit that operates the shelter.

The foundation contracts with Clark County and the cities of Las Vegas and North Las V¢
house abandoned, neglected amdysanimals.

More than 7,000 dogs, cats, rabbits, gerbils, guinea pigs and other animals are adopted .
at Lied, and its spay and neuter clinic has performed nearly 200,000 surgeries.

The Animal Foundation generated headlines five years ago aeugiadins of mismanagemel
by thenPresident Mary Herro and citizens' complaints that their pets were wrongfully
euthanized there.

A 2001 investigation by the city of Las Vegas found that management controls at the she
were inadequate, poorly trained gloyees had illegal access to controlled substances, and
thousands of dollars had been stolen.

The shelter's fortunes seemed to have turned around since it changed directors, boostec
replaced much of its staff and expanded operations.
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Day 7 & Foster Program & Animal Cruelty & 1 hour

Objectives:  The students will understand that there are two types of animal cruelty: neglect and
intentional. The students will become familiar with what to do if they see animal cruelty occurring.

Materials:
& Buddy Unchained - picture book available in most libraries or book stores

Animal Cruelty PowerPoint
Animal Cruelty handout

® ® 3

Breaking the Chain worksheet activity

Procedures:
8 The teacher will read Buddy Unchained

& The teacher and the student will  discuss animal cruelty. The teacher will ask the students
if they think chaining a dog is cruel.

& The teacher and the student will  discuss other forms of animal cruelty. There are 2 main
categories of animal cruelty:

Neglect o withholding basic needs like water, food , shelter, companionship or
veterinary care
Intentional Cruelty @ physically or mentally harming an animal

& Students will watch an Animal Cruelty PowerPoint presentation. Discuss whole group.

& The teacher will give students Animal Cruelty handout. Review an d discuss. Students are
encouraged to take it home and discuss it with their families.

& The teacher and the stu dent will read the story  Breaking the Chain.

& The student will complete Breaking the Chainwritten activity.

Assessment: teacher observation a nd completed written activity: Breaking the Chain
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What is animal cruelty?

Animal Cruelty is when someone hurts an animal or does not care for an animal
responsibly, like not giving him food and water. It is against the law to be cruel to
or harm animals, even your own pets.

Why are people cruel to animals?

Many people who are cruel to animals have been hurt themselves or they think of

animals as objects instead of creatures with feelings. People who are cruel to

animals arealsomorelik el y t o hurt other people. This i
report animal cruelty. Not only will you help the animal, but you will help your

community be a safer place for everyone.

What can a kid do to stop animal cruelty?

1. Dondt Touch. Thrememlber, is do ndt tnyitormmke the people
stop hurting the animal. Even though it can be very upsetting to see someone
being cruel, those people may try to hurt you if you get involved.

2. Get an Adult You Trust. This could be your mom, dad, grandparent,  teacher
or neighbor. Tell the adult what you saw and together, call for help.

3. Call 911. Have your trusted adult explain the emergency to the operator. The
operator will tell the police or  Animal Control officers to go immediately to
the scene to help the animal.
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Breaking the Chain

Harriet, a scruffy gray cat, thought she would be happy in the new

house she just moved into with her owner, Candace. In the si  zzling hot
Arizona summers, Harriet could sit in the cool indoors and watch birds
out the windows all day.

After dinner that evening, Harriet jumped onto the windowsill. Instead

of finding trees full of birds, she looked into the neighbor's yard and

saw a big brown dog chained to a doghouse, barking loudly. Next to the
doghouse sat a half -empty bowl of water. Like a wind -up toy, the dog
paced back and forth. The dog's constant motion and noise annoyed
Harriet. She got down and looked for something elsetod  o. Silly dog,
she thought. He must be crazy.

Later the next day, Harriet heard whimpers from the neighbor's yard.
She sped through the house to the living room for a closer look. She
jumped onto the windowsill and saw the dog pawing in the dirt near the
now empty water bowl. He must be thirsty, Harriet thought. She
wanted to help, but how? This was a job for the great Harriet.

A huge problem stood in her way -- how to get out of the locked house.
Candace, her owner, almost always closed all the windows and | ocked
the doors before leaving for work. But sometimes she forgot to check

the basement. Harriet charged downstairs and, sure enough, she found
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a window that was slightly ajar. She rammed her head against it and
within seconds, she was outside.

Harriet dar ted across the yard and scaled the fence. She sat down by
the big brown dog and asked, "What's the matter? Why are you

crying?"

"Who are you?" the dog asked, too tired to lift his head off the
ground.

“I'm Harriet, the greatest cat in Maricopa County. | ju st moved next
door.

"My name is Joey and I'm hot and thirsty," the dog said, panting
heavily.

"Why are you outside tied up like a criminal?" Harriet asked, staring at
the heavy chain around Joey's neck. Her eyes followed the chain and
saw that it was hamme red firmly to the doghouse.

"I've been out here on this chain for three years, ever since | was a
puppy,” Joey grumbled. "And I'm not a criminal. | never did anything
bad. Maybe they thought I'd run away."

"Don't get so sore," Harriet said. "What happened to your water?"
"l guess | drank it all."

"That wasn't too smart," Harriet said, staring at the empty bowl. Her
glance shifted to Joey. "Aren't you bored by yourself?"

"Sure, that's why | bark. | have no one to play with or take me for a
walk."

"l just mov ed next door. My owner and | like a quiet neighborhood so
try and keep it down," Harriet said.
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"What | need is a friend. Will you be my friend?" Joey asked.

"I'm not used to having mongrels as friends, but I'll think about it,"
Harriet said, licking her pa w. "Maybe my owner can do something to get
you off this hideous chain."”

“I'll be your best friend if you can,” Joey said as he stood up. He tried
to slobber on Harriet's cheek.

"Here, here, don't get too mushy, I'm not that kind of cat," Harriet
said. "But they don't call me the great Harriet for nothing. I'll be
back."
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Your assignment is to write an ending to the story above. How
does Harriet assist in freeing Joey? How does Joey feel once
heds free? dBd Oocr ggaotuirvest or y!

o _,;"“-“M'
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Day 8 0 Foster Program @ Safety around Dogs & 1 hour

Objectives:  The students will learn about dog body language to understand how to meet and greet

a dog that is new to them . The goal is a greater understanding of our companion animals and how

they communicate with us . The students will become familiar with what to do if they are

approached by a potentially viscous dog.

Materials:

& Dog Bite Prevention PowerPoint

& A friendly dog

& Test Your Dog Bite Knowledge quiz

& Pencils

& Be Doggone Smart handout

Procedures:

& The teacher will introduce the lesson by asking if any of the  students have ever been bitten by a dog.
Tell students that most people are bitten by a dog they know. Most dog bites happen at home.
Children ages 5 to 9 are bitten more often than anyone else.

& The teacher and the students will  brainstorm reasons why t hey think this age group is bitten more
than any other.

& The students will now be introduced to the right way to meet a dog. Ask students what they do when
they meet new peopl e. Woul d it be okay to run up and hu
make sure he or she is a safe person. Ask an adult you trust to introduce you. Greet the person with
a handshake. There is a safe way to meet a dog as well.

& The students will watch the PowerPoint presentation  Dog Bite Prevention

& Invite a safe dog or cat to visit the classroom. Allow stud ents to take turns meeting the animal to
reinforce what .theydve | earned

& The students will complete Test Your Dog Bite Knowledge quiz.

& Handout Be Doggone Smart handout and ask students to review the paper with their f amilies.

Assessment: Teacher observation and 7est Your Dog Bite Knowledge quiz
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Dog Bite Prevention Tips from Doggone Safe

The 3 Most Important Things to Teach Your Kids
1. Dogs Dondt Li kedTeéhohgeurkads bt tokhugosksssa do g on the face.
Hugging the family dog or face -to-face contact are common causes of bites to the face.
Instead, teach kids to scratch the dog on the chest or the side of the neck.

2. Be a Tree if a Strange Dog Approaches d Teach kids to stand still, like a tree. Trees are
boring and the dog will eventually go away. This works for strange dogs and anytime the
family dog gets too frisky or becomes aggressive.

3.Never TeaseaDog dand never disturb a dog thatds sl eeping,
something.

The 2 Most Important Things Parents Can Do

1.Supervise 6 Dondt assume your dog is good with Kkids. I f a
dog, you should have your hands on the dog too. Even if your dog is great with kids and has
never bitten dwhy take a chance?

2. Trainthedog & Take your dog to obedience classes where positive -reinforcement is used.
Never pin, shake, choke, hold the dog down or roll the dog over to teach it a lesson. Dogs
treated this way are likely to turn their aggression on weaker famil y members. Involve older
children in training the family dog while supervi si
Condition the dog to enjoy the presence and actions of children using positive experiences.

The 3 Most Important Things Dog Owners Can Do

1. Spay or Neuter Your Dog 0 Neutered pets are calmer, healthier and less likely to be
aggressive. Neutering prevents unwanted dogs that may end up in shelters or in less than
ideal conditions where they may grow up to be poorly socialized or aggressiv.  e.

2. Condition Your Dog for the World 8 Give your puppy lots of new positive experiences. Train
you dog using positive methods i.e. clicker training.

3. Supervise Your Dog 8 Supervise your dog at all times around children. Do not allow children
to hug and kiss the dog. If visiting children are bothering your dog, put the dog away or
send the children home.

Visit www Doggonesafe.com for more tips and information about dog safety.
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Test Your Dog Bite Knowledge
X o
T‘(

Should you approach a dog that is tied up o r chained?
Why or why not?

If a dog starts to chase you, should you run away
from him as fast as you can? Why or why not?

If a dog growls at you, should you growl back? Why
or why not?

What should you do if a stray dog approaches you?

What should you do if a dog is chasing you and will not
stop?
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Day 9 0 Foster Program 0 Stay Safe ar ound Cats 0 45 min.

Objectives:  The students will learn about cat body language and to understand how to meet, greet,
and hold cats. Again, the goal is a greater understanding of our companion animals and how they
communicate with us. Discussionmay include humane met hods of modif.ying the

Materials:
& All About Cats and Kittens _ or similar cat care book
& Student worksheet & What Are These Cats Trying to Tell You/How To Meet a Cat
& Afriendly cat (optional) 8 Please make sure there are no  students allergic to cats!

Procedures
& The teacher will read All About Cats and Kittens . Discuss whole group.

&8 Theteacherwil ask students i f tratehgddovbitendywaecat. Thee en s c
students will brainstorm reasons why they think people are  scratched or bitten by cats.

& The teacher and the student will review worksheet page What are these cats trying to tell
you?

& The teacher and the student will  review worksheet page How to Meet a Cat

& Invite a safe cat into the classroom. Allow students to t ake turns meeting the cat.
(optional)

Assessment student participation and teacher observation
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What are these cats trying to tell you?

Cats use their tail, ears, fur, body, and voice to let us know what they need, how they feel,
if they want to play, to be left alone, or are angry. Look at the photos below to find
out when and if you should approach a cat.

Friendly Cat

& Ears are up and forward.

& The tail is high in the air.

& The cat may be purring and meowing.

& The cat has a loose stance.

& It may be rubbing up against you.
Frightened Cat

& The cat is crouched down.

8 The catdos ears | ay f

& The body is tense.

& The tail is tucked wu

& The catds eyes are w

& The catodos ears |lay f

& The fur is bristled.

& The tail is swishing back and forth.

& The body is tense.

& The cat may be hissing and howling.
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How to Meeta Cat

8 Ask the cat 6:
o

~

itds okay t

& Make a kitty nose by
bending your first
finger at the knuckle
and fold the rest of
your finger in like a fist.
Cats feel more
comfortable meeting an
object that is smaller
than they are.

& Extend your kitty nose
to the catds
of the time the cat will
reach out and sniff it,
or rub against it.

& Slowly open your hand
and petunderthe c at @
chin, along its side or
back. Never rush up to
a cat, pick up a cat or
come up to a cat from
behind that
know.

& If a catis resting, let
the cat rest and try to
visit with him or her

later.
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Day 10 d Foster Program d&Adoption Day 6 1 hour

Objectives: _ To help children understand the responsibilities of pet guardianship. To consider that
people and animals have similar needs. Students will review topics of the past 2 weeks and
ultimately decide whether to adopt the animal that they have  been fostering.

Materials:
& Pet Adoption Application
8 Post Test

Procedures:

& This is the final day of the program. The students will decide if they are ready to adopt
the animal they have been fostering. Discuss some of the things we need to consider whe n
we get ready to adopt an animal.

How much will it cost?
How much time are we ready to give our new family member?
How will this breed fit in to our family activities?
Who will be the responsible caregiver for this animal?
Is our home a safe and appropr iate place for this animal?
What are our plans for properly training our new pet?

& Have students complete the Pet Adoption Application.

& Have students complete Post -Test.

Assessment: teacher observation, Pet Adoption Ap plication and Post Test
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Pet Adop tion Application and Agreement

Application

Your Name:

Name of the animal you fostered:

Gender: Age: Spayed/Neutered:

Color and description of dog:

‘ Yes, | do want to adopt this animal.
How many adults live in your home?_

How many children live in your home?
Where will this animal be during the day?

Where will this animal be during the night?

a k~ w0 NP

Do you have a fenced yard?

Agreement

* I will give food and water to my dog in a clean dish every day.

“ I will make sure my dog has shelter from hot, cold and wet weather.

“ Iwill provide a collar and ID tag for my dog to wear at all times.

“ lwill nottie or c hain my animal for long term confinement.

“ I will keep my dog from running loose in the neighborhood.

| will keep my dog clean and groomed.

“ I will spend time every day with my dog playing, resting, or going for a walk.

Signature: D ate:
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