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Background Informat ion

Please read before beginning the unit.

Thank you for your interest in our unit and your interest in helping animals. This unit was developed
for the purpose of teaching pet care basics. It was also developed to address concerns facing
companion animds. It is our deepest desire that the students you teach and their families
understand these concerns and make future decisions that affect companion animals in the most
positive manner possible.

The stuffed animals and gable boxes are avail able from Heaven Can Wait Animals Society. You may
check them out by contacting Kim Yates at angels@hcws.org. If your students choose to adopt the

animals, you will need to reimburse Heaven Can Wait Animal Society . You may also order them on
your own. If youdo choose to order them on your own, it is important that you order the stuffed
animals and crates at least 2 weeks prior to starting the unit. The cost of the animals will be
reimbursed to you when students adopt the animals.  The adoption price is set in the parent letter
that goes home on Day 1. In this manual there are 2 suggested retailers to purchase your stuffed
animals from and one retailer for crates. You may choose not to order crates and have students

bring in shoe boxes instead. Again, rememberto have them bring boxes prior to starting the unit
so youoll have boxes to put the stuffed animals in for

On day 1, students get to choose if they want a cat or a dog. Students usually choose dogs over
cats at a rate of approximately 2 to 1. In oth er words, order twice as many dogs as cats. If you
can, combine orders with other teachers for the highest cost efficiency. Another idea is to ask
students prior to ordering.

Be sure to include the cat or dog profile card in each crate.  Does not print off the profile cards
until you know which stuffed animals youdre giving to
breed in the crate to the appropriate breed profile card.

The books that are suggested for reading are just that, suggestions. Please feel free to substitute
similar type books from your school or public library. There are a plethora of companion animal
books available and substitutions should be able to be made easily.

We hope you enjoy teaching this unit. Please send any suggestions you m ay have for ideas and
improvements to the Heaven Can Wait email address. Once again, thank you for your interest in our
materials.

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Humane Education Pet Unit Supplies

http://www.orientaltrading.com

$19.99 per dozen

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Gable Boxes

http://www.mrtakeoutbags.com/store/small

Angels for Animals

Il nstructor s

-gable-boxes.html

$39.91 for 100

www.dollardays.com

$205.20 for 48

$176.04 for 36

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 - 0158
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Day 1 0O Foster Program & Getting Started & 1% hours

Objectives: St udents will wunderstand how animal shelters ope
selection and visiting the Heaven Can Wait website . Students will become familiar with the type of

pets their classmates have by creating, interpreting and analyzing the class pet graph. Students

will discover how the fostering process works by deciding which type of animal, cat or dog, they

would like to foster. They will then fill out a foster application.

Materials

& Pre-made graph with the following animals : Dog/Cat/Fish/Gerbil/Hamster/Guinea
Pig/Ferret/Snake/Lizard/Bird/Frog/Turtle
& One Day at the Wood Green Animal Shelter _ or similar animal shelter book

@

Foster Application
& Parent Letter

Grouping:  Whole Group
Partners for computer work and filling out Foster Application  (optional).
Procedures:
& The teacher and students will create a graph re  presenting the different types of pets the
students share their home with.
& The teacher and students will discuss the role of pets in their family.

®

The teacher will read One Day at the Wood Green Animal Shelter.

& The teacher and students will discuss the cho ices made by guardians of the pets that end
up in animal shelters. The students and teacher will  briefly discuss the need for education
about a pet before it is brought home, so it doesn:

& The teacher and students will go to the compu ter lab to become familiar with the Heaven
Can Wait website 6 www.hcws.org. The students and the teacher will discuss adoption and
foster procedures. (optional depending on computer access) For younger students, it may
be better to use the LCD screenin the classroom and show them the website whole group.
Another option for younger students is to not do this portion as it adds quite a bit of time
to the lesson. (optional depending on computer and LCD access)

& The teacher and students will return to the cl assroom to discuss fostering a stuffed pet.

& The students will decide whether they wish to foster a dog or a cat, depending on their
needs and wants.

& The students will fill out a foster application sheet and be told their animal will arrive the
next day.

& The students will take home a letter outlining the foster process to their parents.

Assessment: teacher observation and completed Foster Application.

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Fostering an Animal

Application

What type of pet would you like to foster? Dog__ Puppy_ Cat K itten_

Would you like to foster a male (boy) or a female (girl)?

Do you have any other pets in your home? If so, what types of pets and how many
do you have?

Do you have a fenced yard? Yes_  No

Where will the pet spend its days?

Where will the pet spend its nights?

Who will take care of thi s pet?

To be a successful foster parent, you will need a compassionate nature, the
cooperation of your family, and some knowledge of animal behavior.

To qualify to become a foster parent, you must compete a foster training. Please
sign below if you are ready to take the first steps in becoming a foster parent to a
loveable cat or dog.

Signature Date

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Dear Parents,

Your child will be participatingin HeavenC an Wai t ds Angel s for Ani m;
this year. Angels for Animals is a service learning project designed to teach

compassion and civic responsibility while hel
overpopulation crises.

Heaven Can Wait Animal Society is a local organization whose vision is to eliminate
the senseless killing of over 31,000 cats and dogs annually in the Clark County area
shelters.

To kick off this service learning project, your child will participate in a 2 week

foster program. Tomorrow eveni ng your child will bring home a stuffed dog or cat.
Your child is expected to treat this stuffed animal as if it were a living dog or cat.

It would be most beneficial to your child if you and your family would also treat

this stuffed animal as if it were a living being, and in a humane manner. In doing so,
you will be helping your child to develop valuable skills in responsible pet care and
guardianship. During the two week foster period your child will learn about the

care and responsibility of owning a pet. They will also learn important skills for
staying safe around animals.

Once the 2 week foster program is over, your child will have the opportunity to
adopt the stuffed pet. The cost of adoptionis$ 5.00 and includes the pet box and
profile card .

Over the next several weeks, other projects may include fund raisers, supply
drives, classroom presentations, and writing projects.

As part of this program, the staff from Heaven Can Wait Animal Society may bring
temperament tested animals to the clas sroom to assist us in educating the

students.

If you have any questions regarding this program, please feel free to call or e -mail
your chil dés teacher.

Thank you,

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Day 2 0 Foster Program 9 Getting to Know Your Foster Pet 0 45 min.

Objectives:  Students wi Il be introduced to their foster pet as an animal to be treated humanely

and responsibly. Students will learn how animals and humans have similar needs by completing the
Venn diagram whole group.

Materials:

& Pet, Crate and Pet Profile Card

& Human Needs vs. Pet Needs Venn diagramd For younger students, you may want to do the
Venn diagram and list whole group on the board, overhead or Elmo.

& Parent Letter

Grouping: Whole Group
Independent
Procedures:

& The students will be introduced to their new foster pet by volunteers of the shelter (parent
volunteers or teacher). The animals wil | arrive in crates with a profile  card detailing facts
about the animal . Students may not open their crate until everyone has received their pet.
Inform students that the moment they open the crate, the animal becomes real, and must
be treated as such. Inform students that the animals may not be traded. Instruct
students to read the profile card to become familiar with th  eir foster pet.  Younger
students may need help reading through the profile card, so you may wish to enlist parent
volunteers . The teacher and the students will discuss how some of their pets are puppies
and kittens, others are adult dogs and cats, and still others are senior cats and dogs.
Describe how each animal will have different needs depending on the age.

& Depending on age level, the students and the teacher may work together to complete the
Human Needs vs. Pet Needs Venn diagram.

& The students will understand that when they bring their pe t home, it is to be treated as if
it is a real living and breathing creature.

Assessment: teacher observation and completed Human Needs vs. Pet Needs Venn diagram.

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Animal Needs and Human Needs

Human Needs Both Animal Needs

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Day 3 & Foster Program & Will They All Find a Home?
Letds Go SHDnmum i- Mdobur

Objectives: _ The students will understand that there are more compa  nion animals than there are
homes for them. Students will learn the proper care and maintenance of companion animals.
Students will learn how to use their math skills to calculate the cost of purchasing pet supplies.

This helps students understand the ex pense and value of companion animals.

Materials:

10 home cut outs with paper clips attached or a quick draw on the white board

20 - 30 pictures of dogs and cat s ( die cuts work well)

Paper bag with the words O0OAni mal Shelterd6 writt
Frisky Pet Sto re Catalog & 1 for each child

Pet Store List 9 1 for each child

Student work sheet 6 Can You Find them All a Home

@3B B0

Procedures:
& Several students will be given a cat or dog cut out.
The teacher will pull sticks or call on students to place their pets in a go od home.
The students will come to realize that there are more pets than good homes.
Theteacherwil ask the students what happens to all of t he

® B 6 3

The teacher will collect all the animals that did not get home s and bring them to the shelter
(paper bag with label).
Depending on age and maturity, the teacher may choose to discuss euthanasia of unwanted

@

animals with students.

& The students will be introduced to the importance of proper care and maintenance of your
pet which includ es spay and neuter.

& The students will then be told that they have an opportunity to shop for their new foster
pet.

& Each child will be given the Frisky Pets Store Catalog.

& The students will distinguish between need s and wants for their pet. The studentsw ill
understand that they are the consumer shihe@ping for
students will list needed items on their ~ worksheet page shopping list. T he students will use
a calculator to add up the price of their goods.

& The students and the teacher will discuss the price and commitment of fostering a pet.

& The students will complete Can You Find Them All a Home worksheet

Assessment: teacher observation completed shopping list , and Can You Find Them All a Home
worksheet

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Frisky Pets
Pet Store Catalog

Bowls

Dogéééééée. . $8 Dogééééeéeé. . $40
Catéééééée. . $6 Catééééeéeée. . $30
Food Toys

Dogééééé. . 3$10 Dogéééééeé. . $8
Cat ééééé. . $8 Catéééééeée. . $6
Collars Beds

Do g é é.6¥ Dogéééeéeéeée. . $15
Catééé. é. . $8 Catéééééée. . $10
Leashééés$l? Litter Boxéés$l?2
Tags......... $5 Litteréééeéeées$s

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Pet Store List

Make a list of petitems that your new pet will need. Use the catalog to
determine the price for each item and total the list using a calculator
ltem Price

Total Cost of All Supplies

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Can You Find Them All A Home?

Match the pet to the home so that the two numbers equal 18.

8,

o @ @@ L
@@ @
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i gl O e L
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Did all of the animals find a home?

How many of the cats found a home?

How many dogs found a home?

How many cats did not find a h&®

How many dogs did not find a home?
Where can the animals that did not find a home be taken care of until they find a home?

o

if

SEEIES

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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heaven can wait animal society

Day 4 O Foster Program dlet 6 s Go t od4bmia. Vet !

Objectives:  The students will learn how to use their math skills to ¢ alculate the cost of paying for
veterinarian services for their foster pet . This helps students understand the expense and value of
companion animals.

Materials:
8 A Day in the Life of a Veterinarian  or a similar vet book
& Frisky Pets Veterinary Catalog

& Student worksheet & Veterinary Care List

Procedures:

8 ReadA Day in the Life of a Veterinarian  or a similar vet book

8 Discuss/review with students the roll of a veterin:
8 TSW assess their petds veter iPatRmfilecandeeds by consul ti
& Using the catalog and a calcula tor, the students will work  alone or with a partner to

purchase veterinary care for their foster pets. When finished the students will add up the

price of their care to find the total cost of fostering a pe t.

& The students and the teacher  will discuss the price and commitment of fostering a pet.

& Assessment teacher observation and completed veterinary care  list

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Frisky Pets

Veterinary Care Catalog

£\

/
2>
S ]
Cat Veterinary Costs Dog Veteri nary Costs
Eéxf)
A
\\
Yearly medical check -u p é é é é .&580é Yearly medicalcheck -up ééééééé. . $!
Shot/Vaccinationééééééc Shot/ Vaccinationééééeeé:
Rabies shotéééééééécéééé Rabies shotééééeééééééc
Cat leukemia shotéééééc Dog spay (girl)ééeéeéeée.
Cat spay (girl)éééééécécé Dog neuter (boy)eéeéeéecéc
Cat neuter (boy)ééééeéécd Heartworm testééééééécéc
Flea preventative medi ¢ Heartworm preventative............... ..... $90
Microchipéééééééééeéééé. Flea preventative medic
Mi crochipéééééééééé. . é¢

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Veterinary Animal Care Cost List

(0

=5

Make a list of the veterinary care that your new pet will need. Use the catalog to
determine the price for each item and total the list using a calculator.
ltem Price

Total Cost of All Supplies

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Day 5 O Foster Program &The | mportance of Animals in
How Long Do They Live? & 45 min.

Objectives : The students will understand that pets play an important role in the well -being and
companionship in peopleds I|ives. The students wildl un
life spans . They will also understand that pets live much shorter lives than humans.
Materials:

& Max Talks to Me

& Studentworksheet 8T he | mportance of Animals in Peopleds Li

& Student worksheet - How Long Do They Live?

Procedures:
& The teacher will read Max Talks to Me .
& Teacher and students will d iscuss the important relationshi  p between pet and owner .

& Using the graphic orga nizer, the students will work with the teacher ora  partner to
brainstorm 8 ways that pets are important in our lives. For younger students, you may want
to do this on the overhead , EImo or white board whole group.

& The students will go to the computer lab with their partner and research how long different
types of pets live in order to complete the workbook page How Long Do They Live? For
younger students, going to the computer lab is optional. The teacherm  ay wish to let the
students work together or whole group.

& Extension Activity:  After students have matched the animals with the life -spans, they can
add their age to the life span of each of the animals. Will they be in elementary, middle,
high school or even older than that when the animal is still alive?

Assessment teacher observation and completed web and How Long Will They Live? worksheet .

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Name

Write 8 reasons why pets are important in our live S.

EEnchantedLearning . com

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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How Long of a Commitment Can You Make?

Getting a pet is a big commitment!! l tds I mpo
deciding what kind of pet you want. Will  you be willing and able to take care of this
pet throughout its lifetime?

See how knowledgeable you are about the lives of pets.
Draw a line from each pet to the number of years the pet actually lives.

50+ Years
,—1\9\
¥ 5 0 10 Years
L~ e85e 10 0 15 Years

15 8 20 Years

8 012 Years

1 0 3 Years

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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Day 6 0O Foster Program 0o Stay Safe around Dogs & 1 hour

Objectives:  The students will understand the correct way to approach

understand the animalds needs. The children wil/l
appreciation and understanding of animals and how they communicate with us.

Materials:

(&)

Student worksheet & What A re These Dogs Trying to Tell You?/How to Meet a Dog/Test Your Dog
Bite Knowledge

a dog, read animal body language and

al so

& May | Pet Your Dog - optional
& Afriendly dog 0 (optional) Please make sure no students are allergic to dogs!
Procedures:

& The teacher will introduce the lesson by asking if a ny of the students have ever been bitten by a dog.
Tell students that most people are bitten by a dog they know. Most dog bites happen at home.

Children ages 5 to 9 are bitten most often

& The teacher and the students will  brainstorm reasons why they thi nk this age group is bitten more
than any other.

& Theteacherand students will review student work sheet pages What are these dogs trying to tell you?
You may want to have this on an overhead or on the ElImo for reviewing together.

& The students will now be introduced to the right way to meet a dog. Ask students what they do when
they meet new peopl e. Woul d it be okay to run wup
make sure he or she is a safe person. Ask an adult you trust to introduce you. Greet the person with
a handshake. There is a safe way to meet a dog as well. Review How to Meet a Dog worksheet page.

& Invite a safe dog to visit the classroom. Allow students to take turns meeting the dog. Alternative:
Watch video from www.doggonesafe.comor read May | Pet Your Dog

& Finish the lesson by reviewing what to do if a dog attacks you.

*|f a stray dog comes toward you 8 STAND STILL & BE A TREE!!

*Let the dog sniff you.

*Move slowly away from the do g and talk softly. No sudden movements!

*Never run away from a dog because he might chase you!

I f attacked by a dog, drop to the ground, curl

& The students will complete 7est Your Dog Bite Knowledge workbook page.

Assessment teacher observation and completed activit 'y 7est Your Dog Bite Knowledge.

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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What are these dogs trying to tell you?
Dogs use their tail, ears, fur, body, and voice to let us know what they need, how
they feel, if they want to play, to be left alone, or are angry. Look at the photos
below to find out when and if you should approach a dog.

Frlendly DOg & Eyes are wide and bright.
& Ears are up.
& The tail is wagging
& Face is smiling
& Body may be wiggling.
& Dog may be barking playfully.
& The dog is crouched down.
8 The dogdos ears | ay f
& The body is tense.
& The tail is tucked wu
& The dog has sad eyes.
Angry Dog
& The dogbs eyes are s
& The ears may lie flat or stand up.
& The fur is bristled.
& Thetailis high in the air
& The body is tense.
& The dog may be growling and snarling.

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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t he dogos
itds 0

okay t

Slowly open your hand and

pet under the
along its side or back.

Never rush up to a dog,

pick up a dog or come up to
a dog from behind that
kno:

you dondt

If a dog is resting, let the
dog rest and try to visit
with him or her later.

Never run up to a stray
dog and try to pet him.

If a stray dog comes
toward you & STAND
STILL 6Be atree!

Let the dog sniff you.

Move slowly away from the
dog and talk softly. Fast
movements and loud voices
scare dogs.

NEVER run away from a
dog because he might
chase you! BE A TREE!!

If attacked by a dog, drop
to the ground, curlup in a
ball, cover your face and

|l ay dead. ¢
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Test Your Dog Bite Knowledge

l. 1tds okay to pet a chaine
2. If a stray dog approaches you, stand like a tree.

3. If a stray dog starts to chase you, run as fast as you can!
4. Dogs love hugs and kisses as much as we do.

5. You should always ask permission before petting a dog
6. If a dog growls at you, growl back even louder!

7. If adog growls at you, look away and stand like a tree.

8.1f you see a dog in a car

d dogT

or

9. If a dog knocks you down, roll in a ball and cover your ears.

10. 1td6s important to train

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702
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Day 7 0 Foster Program 0 Stay Safe around Cats 6 45 min.

Objectives:  The students will learn about cat body language and to understand how to meet, greet,
and hold cats. Again, the goal is a greater understanding of our companion animals and how they
communicate with us. Discussion may include humane methods of modi fying their anim

Materials:
& All About Cats and Kittens __ or similar cat care book
& Student worksheet & What Are These Cats Trying to Tell You/How To Meet a Cat
& A friendly cat (optional) & Please make sure there are no students allerg ic to cats!

Procedures
& The teacherwill read All About Cats and Kittens . Discuss whole group.

& Theteacherwil ask students i f tratehgdiovbidtendywaecat. Thee e n s c
students will brainstorm reasons why they think people are scratched or b itten by cats.
& The teacher and the student will  review worksheet page What are these cats trying to tell

you?

& The teacher and the student will  review worksheet page How to Meet a Cat

& Invite a safe cat into the classroom. Allow students to take turns meeti ng the cat.
(optional)

Assessment student participation and teacher observation

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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What are these cats trying to tell you?

Cats use their tail, ears, fur, body, and voice to let us know what they need, how they feel,
if they want to play, to be left alon e, or are angry. Look at the photos below to find
out when and if you should approach a cat.

Friendly Cat

& Ears are up and forward.

& The tail is high in the air.

& The cat may be purring and meowing.

& The cat has a loose stance.

& It may be rubbing up against you.
Frightened Cat

& The cat is crouched down.

8 The catdos ears | ay f

& The body is tense.

& The tail is tucked wu
Angry Cat

8 The catds eyes are w

8 The catds ears | ay f

& The fur is bristled.

& The tail is swi shing back and forth.

& The body is tense.

& The cat may be hissing and howling.

Heaven Can Wait P.O.Box 30158 Las Vegas, Nevada 89173 -0158 702 -227-5555 www.hcws.org
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